













'AND SO FAR, NO ONE 
HAS BEEN ABLE TO GIVE 
ANY CREDIBLE ANSWERS 
TO THE SIMPLE QUESTION 
'WHERE DID THEY ALL 
come FROM?' 


THEY SEEM TO BE VIRTUALLY 
EVERYWHERE. 


"MANY BUSINESSES 
HAVE BEGUN SHUTTING 
DOWN THEIR OFFICES 
BECAUSE THINGS LIKE 
THEIR AIR CONDITIONING. 
COMPUTERS AND 
ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS 
ARE BEING CLOGGED 
BY THE PRESENCE OF 
THESE CREATURES, 


'CITY RESPONDERS 
ARE CURRENTLY 
BEING OVER- 
WHELMED BY THE 
NUMBER OF CALLS 
COMING IN*" 


"THEIR SUDDEN 
APPEARANCE IS A 
MYSTERY TO EVERY 
ENTOMOLOGIST 
WE'VE CONTACTED, 
AND WE'VE NOW 
HAD DOZENS OF 
CONFIRMED 
REPORTS OF 
WHAT WITNESSES 
ARE CALLING 
‘TEWS OF MILLIONS' 
OF THESE INSECTS 
APPEARING ON 
NEARLY EVERY 
STREET IN NEW 
YORK CITY. 
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CITY POLICE HAVE 
"ALREADY BEGUM ASSESSING ^ 
HOW TO GET PEOPLE OUT OF 
THE CITY, BUT NEWS IS COMING 
IN THAT SOME INDIVIDUALS 
ARE HAVING A HARD TIME 
LEAVING. HEAVY DELAYS ARE 
. EXPECTED ON ALL MAJOR 

K thoroughfares, A 


rr MAKING THINGS ^ 
r EVEN MORE DIFFICULT N 
IS THAT MOST CELL 
PHONES IN THE CITY SEEM 
TO BE GETTING POOR 
RECEPTION DUE TO THE 
INTERFERENCE FROM 
WHAT SEEMS TO BE A 
, HUGE, MOVING, j 
V BLACK CLOUD, 


IN FACT, OUR 

^ OWN NEWS STATION IN N 
NEW YORK HAS TEMPORARILY 
LOST ITS SIGNAL, WHICH IS 
WHY WE'VE HAD TO CUT AWAY 
FROM THEM. MEANWHILE, WE 
HERE IN THE ALBANY AREA 
WILL BRING YOU THE LATEST 
.NEWS AND AS MUCH DETAIL 
AS WE CAN. ^ 


HOWPOG& ^ 

thm cka? even 

eerromsfotmi? 

DON'T TELL ME NO ONE AT 
CITY HALL SAW THE WARNING 
SIGNS THATTHIS KIND OF 
L INFESTATION COULD A 
IV TAKE PLACE/: X 


AV^ THEY HAVE WORKERS 
ITT IN THE PARKS AND IN THE 
v SEWERS EVERY DAY/ A WAVE 1 
OF SPIDERS AND COCKROACHES 
THIS ENORMOUS, DOESN'T JUST GROW 
OVERNIGHT/ AND JUST WHERE IN THE 
H0LL DO THIS MANY SNAKES AND 
BATS COME FROM/? I GET RATS / 
c THEY'VE PLAGUED THIS CITY FOR j 
L DECADES. BUT NOT WHAT A 
TBV. WE J RE SEEING NOW? ^4... 


I'VE TOLD YOU 

r ABOUT THE UPCOMING ^ 
APOCALYPSE TIME AND TIME 
A&Atti* WELL, THIS IS WHAT 
ALL THOSE DAMN 
. HAVE BROUGHT UPON , 
YOUR HEADS'.' ^ 


mm ANOTHER 
EW STRANGE PART OF 
F ALL THIS, IS THE SIGHTING ^ 
' AROUND TOWN OF WHAT 1 
APPEARS TO BE THE BUGS 
FORMING SYMBOLS OF 
SOME SORT WHEREVER 
THEY'RE CRAWLING. SOME 
ARE CALLING THEM NUMBERS 
OR LETTERS OR PERHAPS 
JUST SHAPES, BUTIN ALL 
l INSTANCES. THEY SEEM TO y 
k BE MAKING THE SAME / 
l\ THREE KINDS OF A 
1 V MARKINGS. Ati 


X THIS HAS LED 
X TO FEARS FROM ^ 
THOSE LIVING IN THE CITY, 1 
NOT ONLY BECAUSE THEY'RE 
SCARED BY SO MANY 
INSECTS AROUND THEM, BUT 
BECAUSE IT'S EVEN MORE 
UNSETTLING THAT THE BUGS 
SEEM TO HAVE SOME TYPE 
OF PURPOSE, OR SEMf- 
\ INTELLIGENCE, TO A 
V THEIR ACTIONS. X 


TRAFFIC 

REPORT 


NEWS 


RAMPAGING RODENTS 


NYC BUG ATTACK 
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"STATE OFFICIALS HAVE 
SAtD THEY'VE ALREADY 
CALLED IN OUTSIDE 
REINFORCEMENTS 
AND EXPECT THEM TO 
ARRIVE SHORTLY. 


"THE FIRE DEPARTMENT HAS 
ATTEMPTED TO CLEAR PATHS. BUT 
AS SOON AS THEY MOVE THE 
CREATURES, MORE SEEM TO FILL 
THE EMPTY SPACE. AS ONE FIRE 
FIGHTER SAID IT'S LIKE TRYING TO 
SHOVEL WATER WITH A FORK.'" 


'THE KENNEDY AND UNION 
STREET BRIDGES, AS WELL 
AS A DOZEN OTHERS, HAVE 
FALLEN VICTIM TO THESE 
CLOSURES. WEIL CONTINUE 
TO UPDATE THE STATUS OF 
ALL THESE OUTLETS AS WE 
RECEIVE THEM.." 


" BRIDGES HAVE ALSO BEEN 
SHUT DOWN BECAUSE OF 
IMPASSABLE ROADS DUE TO 
THE AMOUNT OF BUGS PILING 
UP. SOME HAVE SEEN PILES AS 
HIGH AS SIX FEET TALL CAUSING 
COMPLETE BLOCKAGES. 


'THE QUEENS-MJDTOWN TUNNEL, AS WELL 
AS THE 53rd, 60th AND 63rd STREET 
TUNNELS, ARE CONFIRMED CLOSED. AND 
EARLY REPORTS INDICATE THE LEXINGTON 
AVENUE AND HOLLAND TUNNELS ARE 
ALSO EXPERIENCING PROBLEMS. 


'IN THE MEANTIME, SOURCES 
ARE TELLING US THAT DOZENS 
OF ROAD CLOSURES HAVE 
ALREADY BEGUN, CAUSING 
HUGE TRAFFIC JAMS FOR 
THOSE WANTING TO GET IN 
OR OUT OF THE CITY. 









f HEARD \ 
ON THE 
RADIO SOME- 
THING ABOUT 
AIR SUPPORT. 
WHAT'S THAT 

" about? y 


\ // COULDN'T 
L\. SAV. 

ISN'T \ 

THAT ODD? \\ 1 
SENDING IN JETS \ 
INSTEAD OF / \ 
V TRUCKS? / 


. ANY IDEA > 
HOW LONG 
BEFORE WE GET 
MOVING 

V AGAIN? y 


r WALK... ^ 
DON'T RUN 
TO THE 
NEAREST 
EXITS. 


X BUT IF ^ 
f IT MAKES YOU > 
FEEL ANY BETTER, 

I HEAR PEOPLE IN 
THE SUBWAYS ARE 
COMPLETELY 
k SCREWED / 
tv TOO. X 


r I'M SURE ^ 
THEY HAVE 
THEIR REASONS 
MAYBE THEY 
^ WANT TO... . 


NOT 

RIGHT 

NOW. 


shit.' 


> 
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TOR NOW, POLICE 
ARE REROUTING 
TRAFFIC AS BEST 
AS THEY CAN. SO 
PATIENCE IS BEING 
REQUESTED FROM 
OFFICIALS.'" 












” GODDAMN IT' ^ 
WE HAVE OUR 
SHOT? THE STATION 
DOESN'T MEED 
ANY MORE' > 


WHAT' RE 
YOU 

DOING?/ 


^ THAT SWARM ^ 
CHANGED DIRECTIONS 
I'M GOING TO NEED 
YOU TO HOLD OM, I 
MEED TO DIVE' ^ 




I'M LOSING 
VISIBILITY' 


JESUS 

CHRIST' 


" GET US 
OUT OF HERE 
BEFORE,,, 


YOU'RE 

TOO 

CLOSE/ 

BACK 
AWAY t 










WHAT CV SUPPORT? ^ 

ABOUT THE y- -O HAS IT SEEK ^ 

V SUBWAYS? y HALF OF ^.CALLED IN? / IT HAS, ^ 
-"-^THEM CANT BUT IT'LL BE 

r MOVE. BUT THE — f A FEW HOURS 
B 1 66 ER PR O S LEM * — M 0 £FOR E ANY 
I S TH AT TH E SYSTE M \ |T j SUB STANTI AL 
CONTROLLING THE W* \ ASSISTANCE 
TRACK- SHIFTS IS 90% ■ \ GETS HERE. > 

INOPERABLE. THEY U^~ ^ 

CANT CHANGE LANES. ■ 1 1®! 

SO UNLESS WE WANT JlS % <§ 

A BUNCH OF COLLI' /!■ J hK, 

t SJONS. THAT'S NOT / ■ M I _» * 

K an option / 

\ EITHER, S\ 


SO TRAFFIC ^ 

IS COMPLETELY ^<A , 

STOPPED? J NOT YET > 

f BUT THE RATE 

f= If AT WHICH THE 
M I f OTHER OUTLETS 
WERE RENDERED 
£ ; IMPASSABLE, WE'RE 

I GUESSING WEXL BE 

I;; - DOWN TO JUST A 

I I \ COUPLE OPTIONS 
|| \ \ FOR MOVING ; 

ll' - \ r — k. PEOPLE OUT OF A 
1 \\ THE CITY. V 7 


WHAT 
ABOUT the 
MAYOR? 


HE'S ON THE 
PHONE TALKING TO ^ 
WASHINGTON RIGHT NOW. 
AND WE HAVE THE PENTAGON 
IN THE LOOP TOO. IN THE 
MEANTIME, WE'RE SETTING UP 
. A SECURE PERIMETER . 
PW AROUND THE CITY. 


WHAT'S 

THE 

STATUS? 


WE'VE ALERTED 
ALL THE LOCAL HOTELS TO 
HELP TAKE EN TOURISTS OR 
COMMUTERS, BUT A LOT OF 
THEM DON'T EVEN HAVE 
^ POWER RIGHT NOW, ^ 


I DO NT CARE.' > 
BETTER THAT WE GET 
PEOPLE INSIDE THAN HAVING 
THEM STUCK IN THE STREETS 
^ OVERNIGHT. ^ 


r WE DONT > 
HAVE THE 
MANPOWER TO 
IMPLEMENT 
V THAT. A 


y THEN FIND ^ 
PEOPLE WHO 
CAN/ I'M NOT GOING 
TO HAVE PREVENT- 
ABLE DEATHS ON MY 
HANDS/ CHRIST 
^ ALMIGHTY/ A 


L A 


H WE'RE ABOUT 
60 PERCENT 
CONTAINED. THE 
PROBLEM JSNT 
PREVENTING PEOPLE 
FROM GETTING INTO 
THE CITY,,. IT'S 
TRYING TO FIGURE 
OUT WHAT WE DO 
WITH THOSE WHO 
CAN'T GET OUT." 


'tv 










SOME WITH \G 

r SHELTER AND PERHAPS NQ ^ 

food, Given the number of calls 

WE'VE RECEIVED FROM RESTAURANTS 
AND GROCERY STORES. 1, THE BUSS ARE 
CONTAMINATING EVERYTHING' 50 THE 
l EAST THING L'M WORRIED ABOUT j 
IS OUR DAMN B Li DG ET? 


WE LL START BY 

Wr STATING THE OBVIOUS. xl 
y THE GOAL OF EVERYONE IN THIS \ 
r ROOM IS TO KEEP THE PEOPLE TPAPFED > 
HERE SAFE FRQ.Vi ANY HARM, BUT TO 
DO THAT, WE NEED TO KNOW WHAT WE'RE 
UP AGAINST. RIGHT NOW WE DON'T HAVE 
CLARITY ON THAT QUESTION. AND NO 
ONE WE'VE SPOKEN TO SEEMS TO HAVE 
ANY ANSWERS, EITHER. THIS INFESTATION 
WOULD BE PROBLEMATIC ON ITS OWN. 

L BUT WHAT HAS US MOST CONCERNED , 
K IS THESE CREATURES SEEM TO BE / 
F X. ACTING wrtH SOME TYPE of / 
INTELLIGENCE. s 


ALMOST LIKE THEY'RE 
|/ TRYING TO TELL US SOMETHING. 

V THE SCIENTISTS WE'VE SPOKEN TO HAVE A 
NEVER SEEN OR HEARD OF THIS TYPE OF 

BEHAVIOR. THAT'S OUR BIGGEST CONCERN - 
BECAUSE THEY APPEAR TO 6E ACTING WITH A 
SPECIFIC PURPOSE. WE'VE HAD REPORTS THAT 
ANY ATTEMPT’S TO MAKE A PATHWAY THROUGH 
THESE CREATURES, IS MET WITH THE 

V CREATURES DOUBLING THEIR SIZE WITHIN / 
V MINUTES, LIKE THEY'RE REFORTIFYING X 

V. any weak spots. 


r OUR RESCUE X 
PEOPLE HAVE MADE 
LITTLE PROGRESS IN 
OPENING UP ANY OF 
THE CLOGGED 
PASSAGES. IN FACT. 

THEY'RE LOSING 
GROUND TO THESE 
THINGS.' A 


HEADS UP, \ 
EVERYONE' 
WE’RE HAVING A 
BRIEFING IN THE 
BIG CONFERENCE 
ROOM IN FIVE 
V MINUTES/ J| 


FffCH THE N 
BUDGET/ I'VE 
GOT OVER TWO 
MILLION PEOPLE 
TRAPPED IN 
THIS CJTY WITH 
v US/ A 


^ t UNDER- ^ 
STAND SIR. BUT 
WE DON'T HAVE 
THE BUDGET 
V. TO-,, y 


AND 

/ EVERYWHERE 
THEY LOOK. THEY 
KEEP SEEING THE SAME 

three symbols, we 

THINK THEY'RE EITHER 
LETTERS. NUMBERS. OR 
V A COMBINATION y 

of both , y 


ONE 
LOOKS 
LIKE A 
SEVEN. 


AND THEY'RE MAKING 
THEM IN ANY SIZE, IN 
ANY PLACE," 


"THE OTHER TWO SEEM TO BE 
THE LETTER ’V' AND THE LETTER 
"3/ OR THE NUMBER ONE. 


KLTK 


"WE'VE RECEIVED 
CONFIRMATION 
OF THESE SYMBOLS 
THROUGHOUT 
THE CITY, 


IF WE CAN ^ 
UNLOCK WHAT ^ 
THOSE SYMBOLS 
mean, that MAY GIVE 
US A CLUE HOW TO 
v DEFEAT THEM. > 

















THIS VIDEO DEPICTS A 

Y YOUNG COUPLE TRYING DESPERATELY \ 
TO SCRAPE OFF THE BUGS THAT HAVE ATTACKED 
THEM. BUT AS YOU CAN SEE , THEIR EFFORTS ONLY 

SEEM TO ATTRACT MORE OF THE INSECTS. SADLY WE 
DON'T HAVE ANY INFORMATION ON WHETHER 
. THIS COUPLE WAS SERIOUSLY INJURED. BUT , 

V FROM WHAT WE CAN SEE ITS HARD TO Y 

\ IMAGINE THEY WEREN'T. 


^Y PICTURES ARE C 
/ SPREADING ALL { 
f THROUGH THE SOCIAL > 
NETWORK SITES- CELL 
PHONE PHOTOS AND VIDEO 
HAVE CAPTURED SOME 
SCENES OF PEOPLE BEING 
INUNDATED BY A VARIETY 
OF DIFFERENT ANIMALS 
AND INSECTS. WE MUST 
WARN YOU ., SOME 
t OF THESE IMAGES ARE j 
\ QUITE GRAPHIC. BE / 
h _ PREPARED. Y' 


^ PANIC ALSO 
CONTINUES ON 1 HE 
f EAST SIDE AS... 


TWITCH,,,? 


-f HERE'S TP 
f THE > 
DATA YOU 
REQUESTED. 
AND YOU WERE 
RIGHT. THE 
NUMBERS DO 
^ SEEM TO j 
V REPEAT. / 


THANKS. 

BILL. 


SAM. 

WE 

(MEED TO 
TALK. 


AWAY 

FROM 

EVERY- 

ONE. 


I THINK 
I'VE GOT A 
V LEAD. 


_ — ON N 
- <1 WHY THOSE 
A LEAd\ BUGS ARE 
ON I HERE. 
WHAT? /W — . 


YOU X 
SEEMED > 
PRETTY 
FOCUSED 
LOOKING AT 
THOSE REPORTS 
ANYTHING 

V GOOD IN y 

V THEM? Y 


r ALRIGHT/ ^ 
YOU HAVE MY 
ATTENTION. I'M 
. ALL EARS. > 




Minutes T.ater* 





w THOSE ^ 
GIANT SYMBOLS, 
THE BUGS ARE 
MAKING EVERY- 
WHERE,., THEY'RE 
v NUMBERS, v 


IT tS A 'V/ BUT ^ 
NOT THE LETTER. IT'S 1 
THE ROMAN NUMERAL FIVE, 
WHICH ALSO LOOKS LIKE A 
’V; AND IF THAT r S TRUE 
THEN THE THREE NUMBERS 
THEY'RE SCRAWLING , 
k ALL OVER ARE.., A 


Y THAT'S ^ 
WHAT YOU 1 
/AND COG KEEP 
SAYING. BUT I 
DON'T SEE HOW. 
ONE OF THEM 
LOOKS LIKE . 
A 'V.' A 


■■■ -1} I iU 


^ ONE, FIVE, ^ 
AND SEVEN. OKAY, 
. SO WHAT? . 


THOSE 

THREE NUMBERS ^1 
r ARE INEXPLICABLY \ 

LINKED TO JIM DOWNING, 
REMEMBER HOW I TOLD 
YOU THAT I SPENT TIME WITH 
DOWNING WHILE YOU WERE 
[N THE HOSPITAL?* WHEN I 
WAS WITH HIM, HE TOLD 
l ME SOME THINGS, / 

k SOME THINGS ABOUT / 

mL his past. A 


Y HE DOESN'T. ^ 
BUT HE HAS 
PIECES OF IT. 
AND THE BIGGEST 
PIECE WAS HIM 
BEING CALLED . 
L' 1 PATIENT 47." A 


THOUGHT 
HE DIDN'T 
HAVE A 
L PAST, a 


I'M NOT 
FOLLOWING 


* Beginning In issue 199--Tcda 


\ SartttvS 


if you TAKE 

7 THE THREE NUMBERS... ' 
5, 1, 7„, YOU CAN ARRANGE 
THEM TO MAKE 47. BECAUSE IF 
YOU PUT THE ONE IN FRONT OF 
THE ROMAN FIVE, THAT MAKES 
THE NUMBER 4. AND YOU'RE 
b, LEFT WITH A SEVEN. THAT'S A 
HOW I GET 47, 


ipttkM 


ffl / K«Lt> 

tC/ AihngfcM* 




SO IT'S 
SOME KIND 
OF SECRET 
CODE? . 


I DON'T ^ 
NEED YOU BEING 
A SMARTASS, SAM/ I'M 
NOTIN THE MOOD. I'M 
SAYING DOWNING IS A 
SPAWN. AND EVERY 
THING HERE FITS INTO 
V THAT NOTION/ 





f 


* 

:'y - l 
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AND JF YOU LOOK 
f AT THE REST OF WHAT I \ 
BROUGHT, YOU'LL SEE THE 
SAME TYPE OF PATTERNS, HELL, 
EVEN THE ORIGINAL SPAWN, AL 
SIMMONS, SOMEHOW TIES INTO 
THIS, HE DIED IN THE LINE OF 
DUTY, WORKING FOR A SECRET 
SECURITY DEPARTMENT. GUESS 
t WHAT DEPARTMENT NUMBER j 
HE WORKED IN? 


FIVE 

SEVENTY- 

ONE, 


X SO HOW \ 
DOES IT HELP A 
US? THE CHIEF ISN’T 
GOING TO CALL THE 
MAYOR AND TELL 
HIM TO START 
CHASING DOWN THE 
TOWN'S LOCAL 
V CELEBRITY. A 


Y I'M WAITING ^ 
ON ONE LAST 

BATCH OF FILES 
FROM DOWNING'S 
FINGERPRINTS. 
I r M HOPING IT 
SOLIDIFIES MY , 

V theories, J 


Y 1 DID ^ 
SOME DIGGING 
AND 1 KEEP 
COMING BACK TO 
THESE SAME 
k, NUMBERS. A 


>■ ■ 


/ DOWNING 
T CAME OUT Y 
f OF HIS COMA AT ^ 
1-S7 A,M„ AND THE 
DATE WAS JULY 1 5th 
OF LAST YEAR. JULY IS 


m A FRIEND / 
f OF MINE, WHO 1 
WORKS IN 
WASHINGTON, 
MADE A FEW CALLS 
AND HE SAID THE 
GOVERNMENT 

meteorologists 

LOGGED IT IN AS 
HAPPENING THE 
SAME DAY THAT 
DOWNING CAME 
OUT OF HIS COMA... 

AT THE SAME 
t TIME.,, A 
X 1-57 A.M, M 


THE SEVENTH MONTH, 
THE FIFTEENTH DAY OF 
THE SEVENTH MONTH. 
I ALSO LOOKED IT UP- 
REMEMBER THAT HUGE 
GREEN LIGHT THAT 
MYSTERIOUSLY 
k STRUCK THE A 
\ CITY AWHILE A 
X BACK? * Jm 
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UNLIKE MANY OF OUR RIVAL NEWS OUTLETS, 
WE'VE BEEN ABLE TO STAY ON THE AIR. 
MANAGEMENT IS CONCERNED THAT WE AREN'T 
SURE HOW MUCH LONGER WEXL BE ABLE TO 
CONTINUE, BUT WE LL BRING YOU AS MUCH 
DETAIL AS WE CAN FOR AS LONG AS POSSIBLE, 

IF WE DO LOSE OUR CONNECTION, OUR AFFILIATE 
IN PHILADELPHIA WILL TAKE OVER OUR BROAD- 
CAST, IN THE MEANTIME, HERE'S WHAT 
HAS BEEN CONFIRMED... 

LOCAL OFFICIALS SAY THEY'VE SPOKEN TO BOTH 
THE WHITE HOUSE AND PENTAGON ABOUT 
WHAT'S FAST BECOMING A STATE OF EMERGENCY. 
THE PACE OF CRISIS SITUATIONS FAR OUTWEIGHS 
WHAT CAN BE ADDRESSED. SCHOOL CHILDREN 
ARE UNABLE TO GET HOME TO THEIR PARENTS. 
NEARLY ALL TAXIS AND CARS ARE GRIDLOCKED 
IN THE STREETS, RENDERING MOST EMERGENCY 
VEHICLES USELESS. POLICE AND FIREFIGHTERS 
ARE LEFT WAITING ON THE SIDELINES. 


m 


' MOST PEOPLE HAVE ABANDONED THEIR CARS AND 
ARE TRAVELING ON FOOT IN ANY DIRECTION THEY CAN, 
BRINGING BACK MEMORIES OF THE SHEER HORROR OF 
THE 9/11 ATTACKS, ONLY THIS TIME, INSTEAD OF SMOKE 
AND DEBRIS, THE ATTACK IS ONE OF BUGS, INSECTS 
AND CRAWLERS, SO THICK THAT ALMOST EVERY MODE 
OF TRANSPORTATION HAS BEEN IMMOBILIZED. 


"ANY BREACHES IN 
THE BARRAGE ARE 
QUICKLY SEALED BY 
MORE CREATURES. 
EVEN THE SKIES ABOVE 
A RENT SAFE FROM THIS 
HISTORIC CATASTROPHE 
THAT'S BEFALLEN OUR 
GREAT CITY. ONLY 
GOD KNOWS WHEN 
IT'LL END " 












r so, ~ 

YOU'RE TELLtNG 
M E THE BEST 
FIGHTER JETS IN 
THE U,S- ARE 
REINS fi LOCKED 
, BY BIRDS?. 1 . 


NONE OF i 
/ OUR JETS ARE 
( BUILT TO TAKE A 
THOUSAND DEAD 
l BIRO CARCASSES 
INTO THEIR 

s engines, y 


s' AND OUR PILOTS 
ARE ESTIMATING THERE'S 
OVER A MILLION OF TN&M, 
ENOUGH TO DOWN ANY 
AIRCRAFT TRYING TO FLY 
LOW ENOUGH TO GET 
> GROUND VISIBILITY. 


THEN FLY 
AROUND 
THEM.' 


f ITS NOT ' 
JUST BIRDS, 
ITS ALSO 
BATS, j 


AND 

BATS. 


WHAT? 


r SIR! Y 
YOU'RE 
REQUESTED 
IN THE WAR 
ROOM, j 


r WE ^ 
SHOULD HAVE 
OUR FLEET IN 
POSITION 
k SOON. > 


CAN'T' THEY'RE 
FOLLOWING OUR 
MOVEMENTS. 


r every time ^ 
ONE OF MY PILOTS 
TRIES GETTING LOW. 
THE BIRDS COME UP. 
WE’VE ALREADY LOST 
L. ONE AIRCRAFT, v 


WHAT'S 
HAPPENING 
WITH THE 
MARINES? . 


r IF WE CAN'T ^ 
GET TO PEOPL E BY AIR 
OR ROADWAY, THEN 
WE'LL HAVE TO GET THEM 
OUT OF THERE USING 
OUR SHIPS AS 
k. TRANSPORTS. ^ 


WE 

SHOULDN'T. r (UY GUT 

TELLS me THIS 1 

f CONTINUES TO 
J GROW. AN 0 IF IT 
— 1 GETS ANY WORSE. 

WE MAY NEED TO 
\ RESORT TO SOME 
■■ ih m V EXTREME' j 

: fV acts, y 


r MY BIGGER < 
CONCERN IS HOW DO 
WE CONTAIN THEM-- 
THEY'RE EVERYWHERE.' 
WHY WOULD WE THINK 
THEY WONT SPREAD 
INTO OTHER PARTS OF 
V THE STATE? 


r LIKE HAVING ^ 
TO BURN THOSE BUGS 
OUT OF EXISTENCE, 

unfortunately, to 

EXECUTE THAT MAY TAKE 
t A HUMAN TOLL. j 





r WHAT AM I 

DOING? I'M TRYING N 
TO SORT THINGS OUT 
OVER HERE, EVERYONE'S 
FREAKING OUT. BETWEEN 
THE BUGS AND SARA'S 
CONDITION, THEY'RE ALL 
IN A PANIC. I WISH FOR 
ONCE SOMEONE ELSE 
v WOULD STEP UP AND J 
V TAKE CONTROL, A 


r I UNDERSTAND, ^ 
SUSAN, THINGS 
ARE MESSED UP, BUT 
I NEED YOU TO CALM 
DOWN, CAN YOU DO 
^ THAT FOR ME? ^ 


RIGHT NOW, THE 

Y MEDIA ISN'T GOING TO < 
r GIVE A CRAP ABOUT JIM OR \ 
SARA, THEY'VE GOT THIS CITY 
INVASION' STORY RUNNING 
EVERYWHERE, SO DON'T WORRY 
ABOUT THEM, THEY DON'T 
MATTER. YOU DO. I WANT 
l YOU SAFE, GET BACK TO l 
K OUR APARTMENT. CAN J- 
YOU DO THAT? -^j 


^ WHERE ARE YOU AT ^ 
ANYWAY? ARE THEY LETTING 
PEOPLE THROUGH ON 
TH OS E SIR E ETS? ^ 


^ THEN FIND 

another way; if you 

HAVE ANY MORE TROUBLES 
^ CALL ME. 


" ITS 
EXHAUSTING 
ALWAYS.,, 


r YOU NttV ' 
TO £TOP 
TALKING TO 
£UdAN, 

can't m 

TRUSTED. a 


I / TRUSTED?: ^ 
fl W HATRE 1 

/you talking 

ABOUT? SHFS 
BEEN BUSTING 
HER ASS TRYING 
TO PROTECT 
YOU FROM THE . 
k MEDIA. A 


y now 1 70 > 

YOU KNOW 
THAT? ROW 170 
YOU KNOW 
6\KS VOtt 
ANYTHING 5\A£ 

L mid you 

V A&OUT? J 


r JIM,.. YOU'RE ^ 
NOT MAKING SENSE' 
WHAT'S WRONG 
WITH YOU? WHAT'S 
t HAPPENING? > 






LOOKAROUNP/ WHAT VO 
YOU SEE? YOU THINK THIS 

city, Fix-uet? with a billion 

CREATURES ANP ME WITH 
AISS6EL WJ NGS, IS NORMAL?/? 
EVERYTHING'S GONE CRAZY! 
L THE FASTER YOU AC CEP T > 
THAT, THE SETTER. ^ 


r 1MEAN 1 
All OP IT/ 
5V5YTH/NGY 

anp my 

ENEMIES ARE 
. EVERY- 
\ WHERE/ J 


r WHAT'S 1 
HAPPENING 
t S THIS CITY 
IS AS OUT TO 
EXPLOPE- 
BECAUSE 
L OF ME! J 


INCLUPlNG 

.SUSAN. 


f YOU 
MEAN 
THE 
BUGS? 


INCLUDING 

SUSAN? 


WX LOOK, JIM, V 
f THIS IS WAY OUT N 

OP MY LEAGUE/ 1 
CANT HELP YOU. WHY 
DON'T TOU JUST GO 
GET SARA YOURSELF? 

BRING HER HERE 
. LIKE YOU JUST DID j 
X WITH ME? S* 


IT'S TOO 

jT DANGEROUS/ ^ 
' I GAN BARELY MAINTAIN 1 
WHAT'S HAPPENING TO ME 
NOW. BESIPES, THAT'S 
EXACTLY WHAT THEY WANT ME 
TO VO. THEY WANT ME NEAR 
l SARA, SO THEY CAN KILL A 
V N£R,„ I WONT LET A 
'SS^. THAT HAPPEN. 


WHO'S 

THEY? 


> — HBLL! ANP 

EVERYTHING THAT LIVES ^ 
IN IT' THEY'RE MAKING ONE 
LAST EFFORT TO CONTROL ME/ 
THE ONLY THING ON MY SIPS 
t NOW IS TIME. SO X NEEP TO J 
PELAY THEM. ^ 


XM FIGHTING 
MY COSTUME RIGHT ^ 
f NOW... WITH EVERY 1 
FIBER OF MY BEING/ I 
PONT KNOW HOW MUCH 
LONGER 1 CAN HOLP IT 
BACK. ANP THOSE BUGS- 
THEY'RE HERE TO ATTACK 
ME! THEY PONT CARE 
A.BO UT THIS CITY OR 
L ANYONE LIVING IN IT A 
V AS LONG AS THEY A 
kV GET TO ME. y A 


f and ' 
YOU 

WANT ME 
TO STOP 
THEM? 


^ NO/ 1 WANT YOU ^ 
r TO HELP ME/ STARTING ^ 
BY GETTING TO THE HOSPITAL 
ANP MAKING SURE SARA IS 
SAFE BECAUSE THEY WANT 
HER TOO. THEY KNOW SHE'S 
\ JMPORTANTTOMEANP 
l THEY'LL STOP AT NOTHING j 
TOPEFEATME. 





JESUS-, 
JIM/? ARE 
. YOU,., J 


■ 1 . 

1 

a 




VI ■ ’ 
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MARC ATTEMPTS TO SHOUTOUT TO 
DOWNING- BUT HE STOPS HIMSELF. 
HE REALIZES THERE'S NOTHING HE 
CAN SAY THAT WOULD BE HELPFUL TO 
ANYONE. WHAVS HAPPENING BELOW 
TO HIS FRIEND AND TO HIS CITY, 
CAN'T BE REMEDIED BY A FEW 
ENCOURAGING COMMENTS , 


SO HE STANDS SILENT STUNNED 
AY THE GAPING HOLE THAT A FEW 
MOMENTS AGO WAS A WALL. 
AND ALL HE CAN DO IS WATCH 
SPAWN DISAPPEAR. INTO THE 
HORIZON , LIKE SOMETHING SHOT 
FROM A CANNON. 


BUT FOR A BRIEF SECOND HE 
SAW ! MARC SAW THE COSTUME 
RISE AND SWALLOW HIS FRIEND. 
THAT'S WHAT JIM WAS TALKING 
ABOUT THAT'S WHAT JIM SAID ... 
HE WAS TRYING TO FIGHT BACK/ 


MARC WHISPERS A QUICK 
PRAYER, HE KNOWS IT'S 
AN ACT OF DESPERATION ... 
BUT ITS ALL HE HAS LEFT. 









THE PEOPLE OF THIS BUILDING 
mil SPEAK ABOUT THIS INCIDENT 
FOR TSARS TO COME. THEY'LL 
COMPARE ST TO THE DISASTROUS 
A1TACK FROM 9/11 , 


BECAUSE MARC KWOtVS 
THAT IF ANYTHING CAN 
SAVE TODAY IT WON'T BE 
THE HAND 0F GOD-HTLL 
BE A MAN FIGHTING HELL 
AS HE SAID " WITH EVERY 
FIBER OF HIS BEING/" 


THOUGH ALL WILL, IN TIME, 
BE GRATEFUL THAT WHAT- 
EVER IT WAS THAT 
FLYING THROUGH THEIR 
WINDOW, ONLY TOOK THE 
LIVES OF THREE PEOPLE. 


AND SADLY MARC 
KfVOH/S ONLY ONE 
OF THEM CAN WIN. 


TVWtE TKF OTHER 
NEEDS TO BE 
DESTROYED FOREVER f 


THEY KNOW IT COULD 
BEEN MUCH, MUCH WORSE 
SINCE MOST EMPLOYEES 
ON THIS FLOOR WERE TWO 
STORIES ABOVE IN A HUGE 
CORPORATE MEETING. 


BUT THE NAMES OF THOSE 
THREE VICTIMS WILL BE HELD 
WITH REVERENCE AS THOSE 
THAT ARE EXAMPLES OF WHAT 
EACH OF US SHOULD STRIVE 
TO BE, THAT WILL BRING LITTLE 
SOLACE TO THE FAMILIES WHO 
LOST A SON OR DAUGHTER. 
AND THE CHILDREN WHO LOST 
THEIR BELOVED PARENT. 
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^ I HAVEN'T x 
SEEN JIM 
MUCH,, AND TO 
TELL YOU THE 
TRUTH r I'M NOT 
EXACTLY HIS 
FAVORITE PERSON 
v RIGHT NOW. v 


I NEED TO 
KNOW WHAT'S 
HAPPENING TO 
t THIS CITY. 


r WHAT'S ’ 
THIS 
ABOUT? 
WHY r D YOU 

L DRAG 
ME DOWN 
HERE? j 


BUT YOU'VE ^ 
BEEN DRAINING 
HIS POWERS-' 
EVERY TIME YOU 
TOUCH HIM. , 


^ I DO, EVEN INSIDE ^ 
THIS HUMAN HOST, BUT 
IT DOESN'T MAKE MUCH 
SENSE. WHEN I CLOSE MY 
EYES. THERE'S GREEN AND 
BLACK. A WHOLE LOT OF 
BLACK/ I DON'T KNOW 
WHAT IT MEANS. > 


YOU 

SHOULD 

'FEEL' 

SOME- 

THING/ 


^ IT MEANS ^ 
WHAT'S HAPPENING 
ISN'T JUST BECAUSE 
OF DOWNING. . 


HOW DO 
YOU KNOW 
. THAT?! 


BECAUSE TF l E 

W COLORS DON'T LIE, ^ 
f IF THERE'S AS MUCH 1 
BLACK AS YOU SAY... 
THERE'S SOMETHING ELSE, 
AND THAT SOMETHING IS 
WHY THE BUGS ARE HERE, 
THEY REPRESENT EVIL. AND 
POWER. AND THE MORE 
k OF THEM, THE BIGGER j 
k THE EVIL THAT'S 
COMING, 


OR ITS' 
POW r ERi 
RIGHT? 


OR 

BOTH, 




YOU'RE 

f TRfiW0UN£, ^ 

f I£» It 1 

BECAUSE YOU FiM^LLV 
BECAUSE 

YOU FJNdLLy REALIZE 
l ■mZ'PAlH A&QWTQ i 

V m infust^ V 

upon you? 


FOR H/S PARI JIM DOWNING, 
WILL NEVER FORGIVE HIMSELF FOR 
WHAT JUST HAPPENED. THE 
IMAGES OF THAT CHAOS AND 
SLAUGHTER WILL HAUNT HIM FOR 
THE REST OF HIS NATURAL LIFE „ 


BUT HE DOESN'T HAVE TIME 
FOR GUILT NOW, THERE'S 










r WHAT \ 

-o.: r p f V 

FROM 

. ME... THAT'S 

MOT 

TRF.V0I ! X Ci 

W THAT'S 

-, J V V KA6L: y 


r r TH£N > 

you've TRULY 
<SON£ IN£>AN£, 
SIM 

V t?OWN!N<S/ y 


16 TUAT 
SOf/ 


r A IMP ^ 
YOU 'RE THE 
OfoE WHO 
SHOULD BE 
. SCARED! , 


* ~m -\VwJ 

..j%. ', v. ---“ 

S*fl , 

IL * jtiJ 

DM , ’SH '. 
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r \ve> ^ 

Ti/iAf you 

ACCtPIZP 

you* 

l FAT£. a 


r rr&Trme ^ 
we eNt?et? THt£ 

. 1 ?OWNIN<S' j 


THEN 
END IT/ 


r I J VE ALREADY 
GIVEN YOU YOUR 
CHANCE. BUT YOU 
t HESITATED/* , 


v YOU KNOW x 
YOUR TIME 
IS SHORT. YOU 
KNOW WHAT'S 
COMING FOR 
YOU- DON'T 
k YOU? < 


voH'r 

you?! 


5,1 Last issua^-Tocd 


wL', 
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HOW ARE 
YOU GOING 


f AND IT HAS TO 
r PtSS YOU OFF THAT 
YOU LET ME, A LOWLY 
, HUMAN, BE YOUR 
v DOWNFALL/ A 


KNEES? 


r Noeymiore ^ 

r MAS EVER mUP A 
M\$6\ ON' ANt? NEITHER 
YOU NOR YOUR GO? 

. w\li ever SEE TUAT 


THE COSTUME SPEAKS WITH THE 
CONFIDENCE OF A CREATURE THAT'S 
BEEN VICTORIOUS FOR CENTURY 
UPON CENTURY - IT FIGHTS W!TH AN 
ARROGANCE THAT WON'T ALLOW 
ANYTHING BUT TOTAL DOMINATION 



pPOT^fc" - 
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U TO TELL HELL 


1 I YOU LFT A Vi FRF M||| 1 

1 JVL Uj 

MORTAL BRING ■jfsgt ‘ 

r w 

..m YOU TO VC J R Mm : Y 





ALL RIGHT, ^ 
MONSTER/ 1 
YOU WANT ME? 
THEN YOU XL HAVE 
TO CATCH MB . 
FIRST. SO,., A 


AND JIM DOWNING MEANS TO 
EXPLOIT THAT WEAKNESS / 
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; C&W- 4 

TV • W 

L >' \vj 

TT‘ CM D 


> 1 j 

* ■"-- _f J jW| • ‘ * '4i ... ’-*! 


j^Vf.N e J| 


L /TwSl 

* - r*r p ‘‘| .#’ ■■ , ., 

. fl 







THIS IS 

GENERAL WILTMORE. 

I ASSUME YOU'RE 
LOOKING FOR AN 
UPDATE ON OUR SHIP'S 
v. POSITION, y 


^ EXCUSE ME, > 
GENERAL, I'VE GOT 
THE MAYOR'S 
OFFICE on the line 
V FOR YOU, > 


WE ARE , ZO 
/ I THOUGHT YOU \ 
SAID YOU'D BE AT > 
OUR DOCKS BY iNOU/. 

I HAVE PERSONNEL 
WAITING TO GET WORD 
TO EVERYONE TO 
START MOVING j 
> TOWARDS THOSE / 
PORTS , y 


iS THERE A 
PROBLEM? 


r PUT 
THEM ON 
SPEAKER 
PHONE, 


' SOLVE IT?/ > 
WHAT THE HELL 
DOES THAT 

mean? > 


f ATTHE L 
MOMENT 
YES , BUT WERE 
TRYING TO 
r SOLVE IT. J 


y IT MEANS 1 
WE NEED 
ANOTHER PLAN r 
OUR SHIPS CAN'T 
GET TO YOU , I'M . 
L SORRY. A 


wS LISTEN, 

' GENERAL, WE'RE > 
RUNNING OUT OF 
OPTIONS OVER 
HERE, YOUR SHIPS 
WERE SUPPOSED TO 
BE A SOLUTION,, 
v IF I DON'T HAVE y 
V THEM.,, yf 


1 — J.l 

T 

^_i 


£ -J 


- f Ai 










I UNDERSTAND. ^ 
f and believe me, 1 
WE'RE DOING EVERY' 
THING WITHIN OUR POWER 
TO GET TO YOUR SHORES. 
BUT WHATEVER'' 5 ATTACK- 
ING YOUR CITY... I THINK 
IT'S ALSO IN THE WATER 
. AROUND YOU, AND . 
VlJNDER NEATH JT'/£ 


WE'VE MADE FOUR 
f ATTEMPTS TO GET TO YOUR 
SIDE, AND WE CANT. AND AS 
SOON AS WE GET ANYWHERE NEAR 
YOU" AND I'M TALKING ABOUT 
FROM ANY POSITION- THESE 
THINGS LIKE GIANT SPIKES POP OUT 
OF THE WATER, THEY'RE THE SIZE OF 
ICEBERGS. AND THEY'RE ALMOST 
COMPLETELY SOLID EVEN THOUGH . 
L THEY'RE MADE UP OF NOTHING A 
BUT BUGS, 


A FEW OF OUR BIGGER 
T VESSELS TRIED CUTTING A PATH ^ 
THROUGH THEM, BUT INSTEAD, THEY 
WERE BEACHED. RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE 
OF THE OOPPAMW WATER! SOMETHING 
JUST GREW UP UNDERNEATH THEM AND 
LIFTED THEM OUT OF THE OCEAN. CAN 
YOU IMAGINE WHAT IT TAKES TO LIFT 
A BATTLESHIP? WELL, THEY DID THAT 
V TO ALL OF THEM.' SO OUR FLEET J 
IS STRANDED. 


AND 

GOD 

HELP 

ME,, 


YOU'RE 
ON YOUR 
OWN, 


YOU 

CAN PRAY 
FOR US. 


Y DID YOU 
PEOPLE HEAR 

WHAT I'M SAYING? 
WE CANT HELP. AT 
LEAST NOT NOW, I 
DON'T KNOW WHAT 
ELSE WE CAN DO 

V FOR YOU. A 


PRAY, 













DETECTIVE/ 

DETECTIVE 

WILLIAMS. 1 


W HERE'S THE 

LAST OF THE FILES YOU ~ 
WANTED PULLED. DONT KNOW 
IF WE GOT EVERYTHING, BECAUSE 
SOME OF THE ]NFO WAS ON 
COMPUTERS AND THEY JUST 
STOPPED WORKING. 


THAT'S FINE, I 
APPRECIATE YOUR 
HELP PUTTING THIS 
. TOGETHER. j 


I CAN HELP 
YOU WITH THIS IF ■ 
^ Y OU UKE ,^# j 

NO- I 

\'l 1/1 NEED TO 

L Jr I DO THIS 
V ALONE, 


r YOU MIND > 
ME ASKING WHY 
YOU'RE DOING THIS 
WHY NOW? WITH 
EVERYTHING THAT'S 
^ GOING ON? > 


r I WISH ^ 
I COULD TELL 
YOU. MAYBE 
LATER. BUT NOT 
NOW. > 


r WE CANT ^ 
TURN THEM 
AWAY, SARGE. 
THEY SAID THEY 
i CANT GET TO 
L SHELTER. Y 


W GETA X' 
‘f COUPLE \ 
I OFFICERS AND 

f walk them 
TO FIREHOUSE 
£3, DOWN 
THE. BLOCK, 

IT HAS A BIGGER 
HOLDING AREA, 
AND ALL THEIR 
l TRUCKS ARE a 
V GONE, A 


r YOU SEE ^ 
HOW BIG 
THAT CROWD IS 
OUTSIDE? WE 
DON'T HAVE 
ROOM FOR ALL 
t OF THEM/ A 


W I WAS TOLD THE 
ARMY ISN'T SHOWING. 
WHAT 'RE WE SUPPOSED TO 
DO? AIN'T ENOUGH COPS 
TO GO AROUND ON SOME- 
THING THIS BIG/ ^ 


r JEFF ! 1 
IS THAT 
THING STILL 
AT THE 
L PARK? 1 




NO/ THEY SAID 
IT WAS HEADING 
SOUTH. COMING 
OUR WAY. DOWN 
BROADWAY, 


^ YOU HEAR WHAT 5 

HAPPENING IN CENTRAL PARK? GOT 
A CALL ABOUT SOME GIANT MONSTER, 
THIRTY FEET TALL AND ALL BLACK/ AND 
\\T ISN'T A BUNCH OF BUGS/ IT'S ONE 
\ CREATURE, WITH WHITE MARKS j 
ON ITS FACE/ 


«-V 


WHAT WAS H£ GOING TO TELL THE YOUNG OFFICER? 
THAT HE THINKS A MAN WHO WAS IN A COMA NOW 
HAS GOD -LIKE HEALING POWERS? THAT THE SAME 
MAN DOUBLES AS SOME VIGILANTE PROM HELL , 
W/7H A COSTUME AND POWERS WHICH MAYBE THE 
CAUSE OF ALL THE TERROR IN THE STREETS? 


DETECT! VE MAX ' WITCH ' WILLIAMS . 
HAS BEEN WITH THE DEPARTMENT 1 
FOR NEARLY 17 YEARS. HE'S 
LEARNED WHEN TO KEEP HtS 
MOUTH SHUT ESPECIALLY' WHEN IT 
COMES TO THE SUPERNATURAL . 


AND HE HATES 
THAT HE'S GROWN 
SO ACCUSTOMED 
TO IT. 











YOU GET ^ 
WHAT YOU 
WERE LOOKING 
FOR? 


MOST 
OF IT. 


£ 9 ^ GREG SAID ™ 

r THEY'RE SENDING ALL 
OF US ON TO THE STREETS 
THEY NEED US IN THE 
BRIEFING ROOM IN TEN 
MINUTES. CHIEF SAID 
NOT TO BE LATE. ^ 


T HERE SN1 

TIME' I NEED 
YOU TO LOOK AND I 
AT THIS. . NEED YOU 
TO DO IT 

X.; ,%GWf 


GRAB A CHAIR. 
YOU'RE GOING TO 
BE AS STUNNED 
. AS I WAS. . 


" 7 - SURE. LOOK \ 
/ TWITCH r I KNOW > 
YOU'RE WORRIED 
ABOUT THINGS- ABOUT 
YOUR FAMILY. AFTER 
THIS SETTLES. YOU 
GO HOME AND DO 
\ WHAT YOU NEED / 
X TO DO. / 


r LET ME 
ASK YOU 
SOMETHING, 
SAM... 


r*CK 

THE CHIEF !! 







r WHAT 1 
IF THIS 

POESN'T 

SETTLE? 

WHAT IF HELP 
DOESN'T 
GET HERE IN 
- TIME? A 


/ READ IT 

_ — — — — f YOURSELF, 1 

DOWNING HAS MOST OF IT'S 

^ SPECIAL POWERS AND IN THERE. , 

THEY'RE A HECK OF A LOT DIFFERENT 

THAN SIMMONS' WERE, HE'S A \ J '.Xj| 
SPAWN AND A GENETIC FREAK/ \ 

MAYBE THAT'S WHY HE WAS ABLE j 
TO HEAL THOSE PEOPLE, BUT IT p 
WAS A CON/ 1 CHECKED,,, ITS ALL M 
IN FRONT OF YOU/ EVERY ONE OF 

V TH O S E PE O PL E H E H E A LED - - 

V THEY'RE DYING; 


A COUPLE 
ARE ALREADY 
. DEAD 


OR 

MISSING. 


X AND THE X ■ 11 

CAUSE OF THEIR \ N • 

DEATH WAS POISON f \ H 

SOMETHING IN THEIR 1 1 — — 

BLOODSTREAM KILLED A FEW OF THEM r \ 

THEM, AND THE ^ DOWNING DIDN'T EVEN MEAN X. 
DOCTORS DON'T TO HEAL, HE ONLY TOUCHED THEM \ 
V KNOW WHA77 ACCIDENTLY, OR SHOOK THEIR HAND. 

-*-7 I'M GUESSING IT HAS SOMETHING TO DO 
i’ WITH HIS COSTUME, SIMMONS ALWAYS 
\ SAID HE WAS FIGHTING IT/ AND NOW THAT 
\ COSTUME... THAT THING... IS MOVING DOWN 
g 7 \ BROADWAY AND IT'S TOtft5tfW& y 

> everything in its path/ X 

/ _ El MKrtHMa! 


r so if i'M x 

RIGHT- AND I 
HOPE TO GOD I'M 
NOT- - THIS THING 
ISN'T GOING TO GET 
SETTLED/ NOT THE 
V NORMAL WAY/ X 


AND IF THAT \ 
f ISN'T ENOUGH FOR > 
YOU... TAKE A LOOK AT 
WHAT IT SAYS ABOUT AIL 
THOSE DEAD PRISONERS 
THAT SOMEHOW MAKE 
k UP DOWNING'S TEN > 
X FINGERPRINTS/ j* 













WHAT 
DO YOU 
SEE? 


r WHAT 
DO YOU 
WANT ME 
TO LOOK 
. AT? , 


THE TIME OF 
DEATH FOR EACH 
OF THEM. 


1-57 P.M 


IT GETS BETTER. 
WHAT DAY IS IT 
TODAY? , 


WHAT? 


'"'THE ^ 
DATE? 
WHAT DAY 
. IS IT? 


DON'T 
KNOW, THE 
SIXTEENTH 
OR SEVEN- 
TEENTH, , 


IT'S ^ 
MAY I7th, 
THE FIFTH 
MONTH. THE 
SEVENTEENTH 
v DAY, > 


BINGO' 


WE NEED 
TO FEND 


y-i < 


y-i -3 
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OUR 
NUMBERS. 
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r AND WE ^ 
NEED TO FIND 
HIM QUICK/ SO 
GET YOUR ASS 
V MOVING' 


~ SAM/ ~ 
TWITCH/ 
THE CHIEF'S 
LOOKING FOR 
v YOU' > 


LEFT FOR 
WHERE? 


> GODDAMMIT, ^Sl 
/ MAHONEY' I'M ^ 
SURE YOU CAN THINK 
OF SOME BULLSHIT TO 
FEED THE CHIEF' THERE'S 
A HUNDRED PLACES THAT 
COULD USE OUR HELP/ 
PICK ONE AND TELL 
v HI M WE WENT TO > 
V ONE OF THOSE' ^ 


SWEAR....' 

I'M 

GOING TO 
STRANGLE 
THAT KID 
ONE 

l DAY / A 


w—J HEY, X WHAT? 

W SWEET- \ / YOU'RE BREAKING \ 

HEART. YEAHr \ / UR l CANT HEAR 
^ I'M OKAY? / YOU. JUST WATCH THE 
f 1 HOW ABOUT TV. IF I CANT CALL YOU 
/ \ YOU AND THE / I'M SURE THEY'LL TELL 
/ V KIDS? / YOU WHAT'S HAPPENING 
v f \ ON THIS SIDE. I... I 

\ LOVE YOU. I ALWAYS / 

I KNOW HAVE. 

THEY'RE WORRIED. ( %. 

BUT EVERYTHING'LL BE \ 

FINE. SAM AND I THINK | 

WE HAVE A LEAD... SO / jfl 

I DON'T KNOW WHEN / ' 

V I LL BE HOME, / /MV / 


/ THE ALLEYS, T" 
r IT'S QUR BEST > 
CHANCE. WE 
DON'T FIND 
HIM THERE. WE'LL 
GO TO HIS 
\ APARTMENT. 

\ YOU BRING k 
L THE FILES? 4 


GOOD 
I NEED TO 
MAKE A 
CALL REAL 
QUICK, , 


FORGET 
ABOUT 
HIM, I 
NEED YOU 
TO 

.focus: > 


I SO 

/where 

WE 

HEADED? 


THEY'RE 
IN THE 
BACK. 


HOW'S 

SHE 

DOING? 


X WHAT DO ^ 
/ YOU EXPECT? WHO * 
KNOW HOW LONG WE'LL 
BE STUCK HERE. THERE'S 
A THOUSAND FAMILIES 
GOING THROUGH THE 
SAME THING AS YOURS, 
SHE'S JUST WORRIED 
ABOUT YOU, SO LETS DO 
.THIS THING. WHAT TIME 
DO YOU HAVE? > 


BECAUSE IF ^ 
r YOU'RE RIGHT ABOUT ^ 
YOUR NUMBERS, THEN 
IT'LL BE A COUPLE MORE 
HOURS BEFORE ANOTHER 
COMBINATION COMES UP, 
ABOUT A WE JUST PASSED 547 PM. 
5=30. 1 AND NOTHING BIG A 

WHY? ^ WENT DOWN. M 


OU'RE QUITE 
FIE STY TODAY., 

I LIKE IT/ 










He's 

Follow ng 
ir*. 


SOME WILL $ PEAK IN AWED VOICES 
OF HOW AN ANGEL DROPPED FROM 
THE HEAVENS AND HELPED PAVE 
THE WAY TO THEIR SAFETY- TO THEIR 
SALVATION . AND THEY'LL BE FOREVER 
CHANGED BY THAT EXPERIENCE. 
OTHERS , THEY WILL WEEP. 


NOT BECAUSE THEY 
DIDN'T SURVIVE, OR 
BECAUSE THEY WEREN'T 
INJURED THOUGH 
HUNDREDS WERE. NO„, 


THEY'LL CRY BECAUSE THIS 
WILL BE THE LAST TIME 
THEY'LL LAY EYES UPON THIS 
WINGED SPECTER FOR THE 
REST OF THEIR LIVES . 











UNKNOWN TO ALL BUT HIM, 
AND WHEN HE STRODE 
DEEPER INTO THE MAZE OF 
ALLEYS , TOWARD ITS 
ENTRANCE, HE SLOWLY 
VANISHED INTO THE SHADOWS. 
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YOU 

I KNEW^ HAD 
YOU'D TO. 
COME, 


r YOU'LL NOT 
TOUCH me: not 
YET/ MOT UNTIL 
t I'M ready: . 


I'M NOT 
AFRAID 
OF YOU, 


f SO FACE ^ 

me: like a 

MAN/: SHOW ME 
YOU'RE NOT 
V AFRAID/ < 


AND WITH THAI TAUNT, THE 
BLACK, LIQUID MONSTER 
CATAPULTED FORWARD - 
INTENT ON CRUSHING ITS 
OPPONENT/ 







WE'RE AT 
YOU.R (SEAVE 
. /ARC?. 


" DO YOU 
KNOW WHERE 
WE ARE? „ 


NO. WE'RE 
NOT, 


WE'RE AT 

HIS 

GRAVEYARD' 
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ilV, 
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1 
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Vl 
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r THIS IS WHERE HE 
DIED + AL StMMONS, 
YOU REMEMBER HIM, 
DON'T YOU? THE MAN 
YOU CALLED YOUR 
MASTER' j 


r UEWA& ™ 
N£VE#/VIY 
MASTER' J 
CONTROLS 
i- WAV a 


y yeah? how §3 

W DID THAT WORK ^ 
r OUT FOR YOU? HE 1 

killed himself/ 

AND WHEN HE DID-- 
I WOKE UP/ I USED TO 

wonder, why? why 

DID HE DO IT? AND 
WHY CHOOSE TO 
L DIE IN SUCH A j 

^ godforsaken A 

PLACE? 


IT WAS 
BECAUSE HE 
KNEW, 



fH ! \ 



[IT «L> 

l| 


11 
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HE KNEW 'SJ 
x THIS sliver of THE 
/ 'VgAPZOHB' WAS HERE, ^ 
* AWAY FROM THE OTHER PORTALS. ^ 
HE STOOD RIGHT HERE. RIGHT WHERE 
1 AM NOW. HE MUST HAVE TURNED HlS 
BACK TO THE WALL. KNOWING THAT 
WHEN HIS HEAD EXPLODED- WHEN HE 
BLEW HIS BRAINS OUT- - THAT HE'D FALL 
BACKWARDS... INTO THE 'DEADZ0IVE7 
HE COULDN'T KILL HIMSELF IN IT 
, BECAUSE NONE OF US HAVE . 
\ POWERS INSIDE THE ZONE. / 
V NOT HEAVEN. NOT HELL. / 
NOT ANYONE/ 


' SO HE > 
GOT AS CLOSE 
AS HE POSSIBLY 
v COULD. > 


AND AS HE ^ 
DIED, HE CROSSED 
THE LINE. YOUR 
MASTER CROSSED IT 

intentionally. ^ 


jr 






w HE KNEW ^ 
THAT GOD 
HAD never 
FORSAKEN THIS 
^ PLACE. A 


r ME WOULDN'T ^ 
SliRRENtfEE? 

TO GOV. UATEt? 

U\M A$ tf\JG\A 
V. AB U&' 


BECAUSE 

YOU'RE 

AFRAID.. 


MAYBE 


OR MAYBE X s 
F HE WAS JUST T]R£D ^ 
OF BOTH OF YOU. LIKE 
I AM, SO. YOU WANT 
ME? STEP INSIDE THE 
LINE. 1 WONT RESIST, YOU 
CAN DO WHATEVER YOU 
WANT. I'M JUST A MAN 
NOW, WITH NO POWERS. 
\ BUT YOU WONT DO J 
X IT Will YOU. 








WHY? THAT'S 
THE QUESTION 
_ ISN'T IT? 


^ WELL, HERE'S > 
ONE LAST QUESTION 
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN 
SOMEONE INSIDE THE 
’DEAD ZONE' TOUCHES 
SOMETHING OUTSIDE 
OF IT? WHAT 
^ HAPPENS THEN? > 


WHAT 

HAPPENS!?. 
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JiM DOWNING ASKED, 
‘WHAT HAPPENS?" 
THE ANSWER IS SIMPLE 











DA&KNESS, 









thank 

you. 





BUT SOMETHING 
ELSE HAPPENS 


THE 04 RK ALSO COMES 
FOR THE LIGHT/ 
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r CRIPtS/ ^ 
IT'S A WAR 
ZONE OUT HERE. 
I’M GETTING too 
OLD FOR THIS 

L. crap: A 


WE 

BOTH 

ARE. 


"Y 


WHY'D YOU 
BRING THOSE 
DAMN FILES 
ANYWAY? . 


W r AS A BACKUP. ^ 
IF DOWNING SAYS 
HE CANT REMEMBER 
HOW TO STOP THIS- I'M 
HOPING THE RE XL BE 
SOMETHING IN HERE 
. THAT TRIGGERS HIS A 
V MEMORY. A 


- > a 
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yr, ! 
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IF DOWNING X 
CAN’T STOP THIS, \ 
* PEOPLE WILL BEGIN TO 
STARVE AND DEHYDRATE, 
AND WHEN PEOPLE ARE 
DESPERATE THEY'LL DO ANY 
THING, THEY TAKE UP ARMS 
VANDALIZE STORES. FIGHT 
OVER WHATEVER FOOD 
THEY CAN FIND.,, SO IF THE 
COSTUME DOESN'T 
GET THEM, THEN THEY'LL 
\ START POACHING / 
V EACH OTHER, V?1 












UPSIDE 

DOWN. 


YOU SAID 
UPSIDE 
DOWN,' 


^ WE'VE ^ 
SEEN IT HAPPEN 
BEFORE, SURVIVAL 
INSTINCTS CAN 
MAKE PEOPLE 
CRAZY, 


r SCREW OUR ^ 
INSTINCTS, TWITCH f 
LOOK AT THIS SHIT/ 
THE WHOLE WORLD'S 
GOING CRAZY/ 
EVERYTHING'S TURNING 
v UPSIDE DOWN * > 


WHAT 
DID YOU 
SAY? . 




• jf 


: , - 


■V Vi’ - 


J/ff IflC - I 

if 










Vi 









THESE AREN'T 
NUMBERS,,, 


SnsiPnir^ 


r TWITCH,...' 
JESUS CHRIST' 
LOOK,' 


HOLP 

ON! 


IN AN INSTANT, THE DETECTIVE'S CAR 
iS BURIED UNDER A SEA OTA BlLLtON 
CREATURES t SEPARATE BUT ACTING AS IF 
THEY WERE ONE. SOME WILL CALL THIS 
LAST HOUR OF THE 'GREAT INFESTATION' 
THE BLACK TSUNAMI EFFECT , AS 
THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE ARE SWEPT AWAY, 
FOR A TIME, BY THE FLOW OF AN 
ENDLESS CASCADE OF CRAWLING EVIL, 




i 


?■ 

f! 




W IT'S A A 

\ v 

m. NAME, j 
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-r - 


STREET AFTER STREET 
WILL FILL DEEPER AND 
DEEPER. 


AS DEATH DESCENDS 
UPON THEM ... AS THEY ARE 
BLANKETED IN THE BLACK... 


THEY PRAY. 


PRAY FOR HELP 
THEY CANNOT SEE. 






























MtSS.M 


i 


Mil! 








rt* 


L~ 


r 


■ 


FT STARTS SLOW . A GLOWING 
LIGHT THAT BEGINS TO 
BUILD AND BUILD / WITH AN 
INTENSITY TO SHAKE THE 
VERY GROUND ITSELF 







THE N IT 

EXPLOPES! 


bunding everything and 

EVERYONE FOR MILES AROUND : 
AND WHEN IT IS OVER.., THEY'LL 
BE GONE . EVERY LAST ONE OF 
THEM . NO BUGS. NO SAT'S, 
NO INSECTS. 


NO EVIL 
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SOMETIMES THAT 

experiment 

WORKS THE WAY 
IT WAS INTEH PE {T'- 


OTHER TIMES, IT 
PEVtATESFROM THAT 
COURSE. BUT THROUGH 
IT ALL ' THE STRONG 
SURVIVE . ' ANP THE 
STRONGER YOU ARE, 
THE BETTER CHANCE 
OF SURVIVAL . 


THE THING lS f HO 
MATTER HOW BIG YOU 
MIGHT BE, OR HOW 
STRONG YOU ARE ... 


THERE'S ALWAYS 
SOMEONE STRONGER 
THAN YOU ARE r 


|H / 

A ' \ 


1 • - 














ANP IF THAT SOMEONE 
PEC1PES TO BECOME 
YOUR ENEMY, BECAUSE 

they think you have 

WRONGEP THEM „ JO 
Humiliate them... they 
WILL STOP AT NOTHING 
TO PROVE THEY ARE 
YOUR SUPERIOR ON 
EVERY LEVEL , 


YET THE STRONGEST CAN f AT TIMES, BE CQWARPS. 
CHOOSING INSTEAP TO TAKE THEIR EMOTIONS OUT ON 
THE WEAKEST MOST INNOCENT AROUNP THEM . HOPING 
THOSE ATTACKS WILL ENRAGE THESR ACTUAL ENEMY. 


SO IF A WOMAN... A WIFE NEEPS 
TO PAY THE PRICE FOR HER 
HUSBANP SO BE ITT ANP EVEN IF 
THAT WOMAN WAS CARRYING AN 
UNBORN CHILP AT THE TIME . IT 
POESN'T MATTER. THE ONLY 
THING THAT POES , IS GETTING THE 
ATTENTION OF YOUR ENEMY 


BUT NOT EVERY ONE OF YOUR 
ENEMIES COWER , THERE ARE SOME 
WHO WILL RISE ANP PEFY YOU. WHO 
WILL FIGHT BACK TO HELP PROTECT 
THEIR LOVEP ONES WITH EVERY 
OUNCE OF POWER THEY HAVE. 
BECAUSE THE PAY THEY ALLOW 
HARM TO THOSE THEY LOVE MOST ... 


THEY KNOW WHAT 
PAY THAT IS. ! 
























r WHAT' RE 1 

you 

looking, at 

OL U MAN? 
GET THE 
HELL OUT 
OF HERE... 
BEFORE 
YOU GET . 
K HURT. A 


PEA-? 

I said Wmm*p 

YOU'D ^ — -J 

BETTER ^ ^ 
3 1 

LEAVING, / WHEN I f M 
. NOW. / PONE. JUST 

looking 

^ FOR A FEW 
\ ANSWERS. 


r the i 

OTHER 
PAY— 
WERE ANY 
OF YOU 
INVOLVED 
WITH THAT 
1 RIOT? A 


WE 1 
DON'T 
TALK TO 

cops. , 


? NOT ^ 
ASKING YOU 
TO. I WANT 
YOU TO TALK 
^ TO ME. ^ 


I HEARD 

r THE RIOTS 1 
FLOODED TO THESE 
STREETS THE OTHER 
NIGHT? I WONDER 
i IF YOU SAW A j 
* CAR? 


YOU TELL ME?.' AFTER 
THAT CRAZY BUG INVASION... 
THE COPS ANP MILITARY PIP NT 
WANT TO LEAVE US ALONE. WE 
WERE JUST LETTING THEM 
KNOW WE WANTED OUR HOMES 
BACK. THEY PONT GET TO 
. TELL US WHERE WE GO AND . 
VW WHERE TO LIVE.* ^4 


r PUPE, WE SAW LOTS XB 
j OF CARS. POLICE CARS. ^ 
/ GHOST CARS. PEOPLE WHO 
DON'T BELONG AROUND HERE 
DRIVING UP IN THEIR CARS. WE 
HAP A BUNCH QF THOSE 
PEOPLE- -THE ONES THAT PONT 
BELONG. YOU MIGHT OF HEARD. 
THEY SHOT A BQY. STRAIGHT IN 
l THE BACK- KILLED H.M FOR a 
X. DOING NOTHING! 4M 


WHY 

WOULD THEY 
DO THAT? . 







.■ 


Rv 

/ 


tW 


cafe 



Yi ■ K.j- A if 



r A CAR WAS X 
BURNT. IT HAD 
A WOMAN INSIDE. 
I'M LOOKING FOR 
THOSE THAT SET 
V THE FIRE. V* 


I r M NOT 
INTERESTED 
v IN THAT. , 










WHY WOULP 
WE SWITCH 'EM 
. OUT TO YOU? 


BECAJSE I'M GUESSING 
lHERc WERE A FEW Or THOSE TYPES 
THAT PiPNT BELONG HERE. AMP l r M 
ALSO GUESSING WHAT THEY PIP ONLY 
MAPE THINGS WORSE ARC UN P HERE 
FOR YOU, FOR EVERYONE THAT LIVES 
HERE. SC WHY SKOULP YOU HAVE TO 
. PAY THE PRICE TO THE COPS FOR . 

THEIR ACTIONS. iji 


r WHAT > 
MAKES YOU 
SUCH A 
. SAP ASS? , 


^ YOU HELP m,e ANP ^ 
I'LL MAKE SURE THAT GANG 
NEVER STEPS FOOT IN THESE 
s*. STREETS AGAIN. ^ 



\r SAME THING 
f THAT MAKES YOU ^ 
ONE.,., ANGER. AT THOSE 
ALWAYS TRYING TO 
l CONTROL WHAT , 

lx we po. : 


CHECK ^ 
POWN THE 
STREET. NEAR 
jSMMY'S POOL 
. HALL. a 



S' I SAW A "~W 

C r "rlEiV STI^ 

HANG NG NEAR -AEkF. lTim 
v OU WANT "C TAKE YOUR MfPX 
ANGER OUT ON THEM, M ^ — 
MV G.^EST 

l 'CAUSE MY 

/ GOT SHOT ANP THAT'S 

W WHAT I'M CONCERNED 1 

f ABOUT. HE WAS JUST WALKING 
/) HOME. MINPING HIS OWN 
/!■ BUSINESS, INSTEAP THEY PQFPEP 
f ’ i HIM ANP LEFT HIM, BLEEPING IN 
S VI THE STREETS LIKE AN ANIMAL, ANP 
^Vl IF THEY PONT WATCH OUT r WE 
Dl/7 \ GOIN' RIOT AGAIN. ONLY THIS 
/ i \ TIME, THE COPS ARE GOING TO A 
\ f X SE THE ONES WHO'RE S 
V AFRAIP. / 



WE WANT 

f EVERYONE OUT ^ 
OF HERE. THE 
NEWS PEOPLE, THE 
DEMONSTRATORS 
THAT GOT BUSEP IN. 
ALL OP THEM. YOU 
CAN EVEN TAKE THAT 
WHITE CRACKER 
L ANP HIS POG A 
1 WITH YOU. Ai 


r HE ^ 

PEFINITELY 
PON'T 
BELONG 
t HERE, , 


WHAT, 














WHY ^ 
ARE YOU 
FOLLOW I NS 
. ME? > 


BECAUSE ^ 
f I'M SUPPOSE P 1 
TO. YOU ALREADY 
know THAT. 5 O f 
STOP PRETENPINS 
YOU'RE SURPRISED. 

SHE TOLP YOU 
L I'D BE j 

k. COMING. 4 


THAT ^ 
YOU MIGHT 
NEED MY 
HELP. 


THE DOS- IT'S THE SAME 
ONE HE SAW IN THE J BLACK. 
THE SAME ONE THAT TOLD 
HIM WANDA WAS DEAD. 


WHEN TOLD OF WANDA'S DEATH, 

A HUNDRED QUESTIONS RACED 
THROUGH AL'S MIND BUT INSTEAD 
OF ASKING THEM, HE REMAINED 
SILENT, STOIC. BUT NOW, GIVEN 
TIME TO GET PAST HIS EMOTIONS, 
HE THINKS THIS COULD BE ANOTHER 
CHANCE TO ASK THEM. 


WHETHER THOSE 
STALKING HIM WANT 
TO LISTEN OR NOT, 





•l 

A 


_L 



ji 

\ 

M 


* See Spawa: ftesu/rectlcm 

— Todd 














I DOH > T 
WANT KELP. 


SHE ' 
TOLP ME 
THAT 

l TOO. , 


WHO'S 

SHE? 


■ '-All-, r V 

HERE TO HELP. YOU'VE 1 

SHE $AIP YQU v__ / BEEN GONE AWHILE, ANP 1 

TWO HAP A GOP THOUGHT YOU OOULP USE 

CONVERSATION.* A HELPING HAND GETTING 

r-^WHAT \ REINTEGRATED BUT j 
IaJ the F+CK \ WE NEEP TO PC (T yl 
PO YOU CAREFULLY. 

EVl WANT? 


THE FEWER 
ENEMIES WHO 
KNOW YOU'RE 
BACK ; THE 
t BETTER, j 


1 PONT 
KNOW. 


IALREAPY 

r tf/VCW THAT! BUT I'M ^ 
HOPING A FEW PO FINP OUT 1 
BECAUSE I r VE GOT A LOT OF 
THINGS I'P LIKE TO SET OFF MY 
CHEST. STARTI NS WITH ... W'n O 
TOOK MY WIFE? ANP WHERE IS 
SHE? IF YOU PONT HELP ME OUT 
WITH THOSE TWO QUESTIONS, 

C I'LL ASSUME YOU'RE AN A 
ENEMY, TOO. 


r I SWEAR i ^ 
I PON'T KNOW? 
I'M NOT 
SUPPOSED 
TO KNOW?... ^ 


♦See SPAWN-. Reaurrec 
ti-wi #1-— Ttjdd 


"GOP SAlP SHE WAS SAFE, BUT 
PIPN J T KNOW FOR HOW LONG. 
HEAVEN HAS SOME POWERS THAT 
STILL WORK IN HELL, BUT THEY 
PON'T LAST FOREVER. OVER TIME LT 
EROPES. WE WERE HOPING THAT 
WHEN SHE P1EP YOUR WIFE WOULP 
FALL TO OUR SIPE. SHE PIPNT 








"NOT ONLY TO 
PROTECT THE SOULS 
OF THOSE WHO 
ONCE LIVED... * 


"BUT WE DO KNOW THAT WHEN OOP 
ANOifiiTS A PERSON BEFORE THEY DIE, 
THEIR SOUL CAN BE PROTECTED, FOR A 
TIME, FROM HELLS SADISTIC TORTURE. 


"YOUR WIFE WAS ONE OF 
THOSE FEW OOP ANOINTED 
BECAUSE HEAVEN KNEW 
THAT THERE WOULD COME A 
DAY WHEN ONE OF HELLS 
VERY OWN WOULD RISE 
AGAINST SATAN HIMSELF. 




"EPS UP TO YOU, 
NOT m OOP, TO 
SAVE YOUR WIFE. 


"AND THE BEST WAY TO BE 
ABLE TO EMPOWER THAT 
PERSON WOULD BE TO 
PROTECT THAT PERSON'S 
LOVED ONES FOR AS LONG 
AS POSSIBLE. 


"SHE AND YOUR UNBORN CHILD'S 
SOUL HAVE BEEN HIDDEN AWAY 
IN THE DARKNESS— AWAY FROM 
THE OTHER SOULS. WE DON'T 
KNOW WHERE OR THROUGH WHAT 
BARRIERS SHE'S BEEN TAKEN. WE r VE 
NEVER HAD THAT KNOWLEDGE 
ABOUT ANY OF THEIR SOULS- 

> 













"SO, 5F YOU WANT TO HELP 
YOUR WIFE, THEN I'D SUGGEST 
YOU STOP WASTING YOUR TIME 
WITH ME AND START MOVtMG 
EN THAT DIRECTION. 


VS 




BUT ALSO TO PROTECT THE SOULS 
OF THOSE INNOCENT LIVES WHO 
NEVER WERE GIVEN THE CHANCE 
TO LIVE IN THE FIRST PLACE. 


AND YOUR UNBORN 
CHILD'S, DEPEND ON 


YOUR NEXT MOVE. 


YOUR WIFE'S EXISTENCE,, 










r V O WHATEVER ^ 
YOU HAVE TO PO 
BY YOURSELF, PO 
EVERYTHING FOR 
ALL I CARE. MY JOB 
IS TO BE NEARBY IN 
CASE YOU CHANGE 
k. YOUR NUNP, ^ 


YOU 

MIGHT NOT 
LIKE IT. 


w BUT ^ 
I FOLLOW 
SOP'S 

ORPERS, NOT 
. YOURS, j 


^ HER? NO. 
r SHE'S JUST A ^ 
STRAY I PICKEP UP, 
WAN PE RING THE 
STREETS, BUT THERE IS 
SOMETH, NG 1 NEEP TO 

give you Before y 

I 60 ... 


ANP 
YOUR 
PQG IS 
GOP? 


r IT'S A LITTLE < 
FINANCIAL 
HELP ANP SCM,E 
OTHER CONTACTS 
IN CASE YOU 
ANP 1 GET 
V SEPARATEP, y 


FREEZE 
RIGHT THERE 
ASSHOLES! 











r ANP ^ 
PJMB ONES 
TOO, IF THEY 
THINK SUNS 
ARE GOING 
TO PROTECT 
, THEM. , 


r PON 'T ^ 

LISTEN TO THEM, 
SIMMON S r THEY'RE 
v P EM ON Sr ^ 



^ THEN ^ 
SHOW ME! IT'S 
BEEN A LONS 
TIMS SINCE I f VE 
BEEN IN A 
t GOOP FIGHT. . 


AL, > 
I'M. NOT 
EQUIPFEP TO 
HELP RIGHT 
v NOW. / 


UOW 

CONVENIENT 
FOR YOU... 


r WMT TWE 
/our 
HAm 

.ANYWAY f . 


r OKAY, ^ 
MIKE. YOU 
RUN ALON^r 
AN t? X HOPE WE 
PON T MEET 
A6AIN* < 




IT£ 

JU£T you 


f A}iO V 
f YOUV 1 
eSETTEJE FEIjAV 
/OU PfPN J T 
AN/miN 6 

TO 170 WITH 

l My wipe s j 

V 17 E 4 TH. ^ 


CT 


A r‘ \ 

y j if iS f , 

i / 

v i u i J '■ .- .r -'i'i-'j 

if 

f V" jr 

V 


N / 

y Mt 

* \ j 

V MM 

fit , ■ 

1 Yi 



f ttSJS fj 

,, fJL» n\ i 

L MC/E. ■ 1 







tVihd*- df-d 
yoij caU 
h *r* 


WE UlW ^ 
vai^u her, 
£AU^E 1*17 HAVE 
RARE? YOU* 
WHORE WIFE... 
TH£N BURNT 


. 9 


■■ 






sr> ' - 


SB 










WUAT ' 

p\p you 

MY!Z 


so you 

PO KNOW 
ZOME- 
. TMrN*?, 


r TWfN ^ 
two of you 
Pie T-ONI^MT. 
tU£ 

L TAWS, J 


exactly 


r) 

IT* j Jlj 

•fUFU 

Jh 

1 f/S 


■ilk 

V VI 

, \ 


* v\ 








O ' \ 



NOW. 


r WHO ^ 
WANTS TO 
Next 4NC? WHO 
WANTS TO 0£ 
W. LAST? < 


SttSHfrl 













r 60 
you M AVt A 
MA67 £ Rf PO£& 
M£ KNOW 

mezz m 

W WJFf 16? _ 







r QQ£B ' 
OW 

WHERE MY 
l WfFe IS? , 


VYA\TIN6 
FO £VOU. / 


VIS KH^VJ 
YOU*? 

ee„. 




WHATS 

u |£, 

NAAtE? 


eeuwj.. 
















An hour later. 



CAN 
1 HELP 
YOU? 


THOUGHT 
YOU PIPNT 
WANT TO 
SEE ME 
■ AGAIN? 


r NO 
THANKS. I'M 
JUST HERE 
VISITING 

. someone. 


















r i pipnt. ^ 

JUST WANTEP 
TO SEE WHAT I'M 
UP AGAINST. TOU 
SAIP THERE WERE 
OTHERS LIKE 

* . vou? y 




’ *■. 





^ WE RE X 
'MESSENGERS.' 1 
SOME O? US 
STRICTLY OBSERVE. 
OTHERS OF US ARE 
ALLOW EP TO 
V INTERACT. / 


r AN P 1 
WHAT 
EXACTLY 
ARE 

. YOU? , 


INTERACT \ \V 
WITH H 
WHAT? J WITH 
- — HUMANS 



NO, I'M, 

HUMAN, JUST NOT X 
THE NORMAL KlNP. I'LL 
TELL YOU ABOUT HOW 
U ALL WORKS ANOTHER 
PAY. BUT I'M GUESSING 
’"HAT'S NOT WHY 
^ YOU'RE HERE? ^ 


SO YOU'RE 
SCMiE KtNP 
OF F*CKLNG 
ANGEL? IS 
THAT IT? 








MOST OF US 
UNDERSTOOD WHAT 


* THAT MEANT. BUT BELIAL TOOK 
IT TO AN EXTREME. BECOMING 
SO SELF-ABSORBED WITH 
HIMSELF, HE WAS BLLNPEP TO 
THE DESTRUCTION HE WAS 
D0LNG TO THE CHEMISTRY OF 
i OUR BATTALION, EVENTUALLY 

HE NEEDED TO BE J 

DEALT WITH. 


HE PIPN T 
TAKE HIS 
PUNISHMENT 
VERY WELL. 



SO HE JUMPED 

w TO THE OTHER SIPE, ^ 
THINKING HE'D SHOW HEAVEN ^ 
LT WAS W r RONS. HE SHOULD W 
HAVE BEEN A LEAPER-- THE ONE W 
GOP LOOKED TO. HE ALSO 
SWORE HIS REVENGE ON ALL 
OF US AT SOME TIME. HE WAS 1 
GOING TO MAKE ANYONE HE M 
THOUGHT HAP HUMILIATED ^ 
k HIM, REGRET THEIR 
few ACTIONS. ^ U 


I 




^ ANP BECAUSE \ 
OF WHAT HE PIP, 

I TOLP GOP VP 
VOLUNTEERED TO 
HELP STOP HIM. TO 
PO THAT I MAPE 
SOME PI FFiCULT 
V PE CIS IONS. J 


f I AM. BUT NOT A, 
THE WAY YOU THINK. 
TO HELP I HAP TO GIVE 
UP SOMETHING. SOME- 
THING VERY IMPORTANT 
TO ME. I J M SURPRISED 
y YOU CAN'T SEE IT. IT'S 
" TOLP ME V IN THE MIRROR. 

YOU WERE ~^C" 

MORTAL. WHAT? . 1 

_ WHAT PIP 

1 YOU GIVE . 
I v UP? J 








I NAP TO 
GIVE UP 
EVERYTHING 
I EVER WAS, 



m 

E 

If)]/, 

I b 

i 


li 



f U 

Lr i 





DIGITAL 
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. A.Mt? 
IF,.. 


THERE, THERE. 
HUSH NOW, 3ASY. 
I NEVER COULD 

REMEMBER all 
THE WORDS TO 
. THAT SONG. , 


P^PTr 
will sins 

"THEM 10 
YOU. WHEN 
HE GETS 
HOME. 


"AND LF THAT 
MOCKINGBIRD 
DON'T SINS, 
PAPA'S GONNA 
BUY YOU A 
DIAMOND RING 


"AND IF THAT DIAMOND 
RING TURNS TO BRASS, 
FARA J S GONNA BUY YOU 
A LOOKING GLASS." 










r THE ^ 

WOLVES 
ARE ON 
THE MOVE 
AGAIN, . 


HELLO? 

IS SOMEONE 
THERE? . 


YOU 

KNOW MY 
HUSBANP? 


W I HOPE ^ 
PAPPY CAN 
SEE WHERE 
HE"$ ■GOING, IT'S 
BECOME SO 
PARK OUT 
L. THERE-- A 


f rw A raENP ^ 
OF Y OUE HLL4BANP. 

WE A4UCT ME TO 
V14YT YOU. UE*4 V&fcY 
OONOEl ZNEP. 






/ YOUW k 
} VZW, VO ' 
YOU UNF? £- 
^TANP TUAT? 
YOU 

i a imi 


f YOU* 
&JACUUAT& 

cmv vja^ 

N&ve* BOPNl 

YOU’fce IN 

l H^UUL >* 


HOW PO 
YOU KNOW 
HIM? , 


WHAT'S 

HIS 

NAME? 


I T OU7 
9 you, 






VOLPW* ^ 

turn arounp 

AMP 

4TANPM6 
THSEe N£*T 
TO YOU, 


AMP V 
TU£N WE J U 
RAPE YOUR 
^OUl, AMP 
TWE UN0ORN 
TOO, ^ 











W Z PCN‘7 Z %'S 

KNOW. IT'S ^ i'+ 

SOMETHING I FELT 
COMPELLED TO 
$AY r I 170 THAT / KEEP 
► A LOT. y IT TO 

-?*' yourself 

NEX~ r 

\ T ME. , 


:w 



r HEARP 

YOU HAP A V 
BAP PREAM 
LAST NIGHT, 3Y 

THE WAY. / YOU ^ 

SPYING ON 

{ M,E r 
V ■'■'.V.i’<E ? - ,J 



7 EXCUSE ME r ^ 
MISS. PQ YOU HAVE 
A PASSWORP FOR 
THE INTERNET? I 
NEED TO DOWNLOAD 
A MESSAGE 
k^ FROM OOP. ^ 


^ PON T BE 'X 
SO CYNICAL. 

I HEARP YOU CRY 
OUT W'HEN I WENT TO- 
USE THE TOILET. NOW 
BEAR WITH ME A 
k^ SECOND... 










LET'S 

SEE 

NOW., 


5 _ v, 

;:■ ~. ' - \ C: ~ K *\ 1 T^'' 1 *' *' ■ : v 

s -- : ■ r ; ■ gs mm M 

CN BE INS “.-ERE ~- Jj 

V.OrtTAu. SUPPOSES "£ 

NOW LET'S ...OKAY, ^ BE A MESSAGE 
. SEE.., HERE WE GO ; w FOR YOU. J THIS IS 

"STAY ON PATH,,, YOU TWO 

>• A c?i?A v :. ! rprp A _ . . ■ : o. v .v. . . \ ; : a " E 7 

3 UNHC-Y TRINITY , VIA EVAL? 


H^ v 

■Efej 

PONT WM 
WORRY. _, S ■ 

ENCRYPTED. J 


S • 


• *§ * 


T TM SORRY. > 
SOP CAN BE 
VERY INEFFABLE 
AT TIMES. AHJ HERE 
IT L$r OKAY. WE 
HAVE OUR FIRST 
► COMMUNIQUE. > 




WHAT IS 
IT? WHAT J S 
WRONG? 


d 


NOTHING 






Y WE X 

HAVE TO i 
■SET CUT C r 
HERE. GET UP 
NOW/ I NEEP 
YOU TO 
. FOLLOW J 

V ME. jT 


W'HY? 


r we ^ 

CAN'T 
TALK HERE 
TRUST 
ME, > 


GET OUT OF 
HERE. GET UP 
NOW/ I NEEP 
YOU TO 
. FOLLOW J 
V ME. jT 


WHY? 


r we ^ 

CAN'T 
TALK HERE 

rffusr 

(ME, > 


r I CAN'T ^ 
explain 
now. JUST 
FOLLOW ME 
WE HAVE 
l TO GO. . 


F THAT ^ 
MESSAGE? 
WHAT PIP IT 
. SAY? a 


TRUST 

YOU? ARE 
YOU F*CKLN6 

SERIOUS? 


Al , > 

I WANT YOU 
TO KNOW I J M 

SORRY. 


1 (ViEAN 
FOR WHAT 
HAPPENS 
TO YOU 

NEXT. 





WHAT \ ^ 

KIND OF 

GLITCH? /NOT SURE.-Y^B 
^ ^ FACIAL ^ 

■ M RECOGNITION 
mm 5 O F T WA RES H .T AN P 
m M.,SS SOME Tl, WES, 
JH LIKE Pic TAl VOICE 

JJSm translation. 

• W9\ MAYBE IT'S / 

■EAl nothing. 


^ WE W'ERE 
RUNNING 
SCANS OF THE 
SURVEILLANCE TAPES 
FROM, THOSE EAST 
SIDE RIOTS— WHERE 
THAT KID GOT SHOT 
W. LN THE Back. A 


AL SIMMONS 
DECEASED, 


/r FIGURED LF ANY ^ 
DOMESTIC TARGETS 
GOT DUMB ENOUGH TO 
SHOW UP ON THE 
STREETS AFTERWARDS, 
WE f P CATCH THEM IN 
THE ACT, LOOKS LIKE 
^ WE GOT A HIT. A 


r SOFTWARE ^ 

thinks it 

RECOGNIZES THIS 
GUY HE J $ ONE OF 
OURS,,. AT LEAST HE 

. USEP TO BE. * 


SIMMONS , 
l Albert t 


WELL 

NOW. 


CAME UP— ABOUT TEN 
MINUTES AGO. WE were 
PUSHING META- DATA ACROSS 
SOME OLD FILES, MIGHT 
JUST BE A GLITCH IN THE 
SOFTWARE/ 






...KEEP X 
r TELLING YOU — 

I CAN'T SAY WHAT 
WAS IN THAT MESSAGE 
GOP NEEPS YOU TO 
FlNP THAT OUT Y0UR- 
. SELF. SHE'S QUIRKY 
LIKE THAT. 


JUST 

FOLLOW 

ME. 


TLL 

TAKE MY 
CHANGED 


^ EVEN SO, 
YOU WON'T 
NEEP IT. YOU 
THINK YOU 'LL 
NEEP ST BUT 
YOU WON'T 


£0OP 
L JC< PDWN 
trietTE. 


THERE ARE 
V£MQH£ HERE, 
6UH FEELS UKE 
IT'S ASOUT TO 
CUM# OUT OF 
MY 6WU, 


S I THINK THIS IS X 
THAT MOMENT FROM 
THE EMPIRE STRIKES 
BACK WHERE LUKE SKY- 
WALKER HEAPS INTO A 
PARK CAVE ANP YGPA 
TELLS' HIM NOT TO take 
^ HIS UGHTSA3ER. ^ 


X BUT PC WHAT X 
^ YOU NEEP TO PO, x 
AL. I WON'T SAY ANY- 
THING TO CHANGE YOUR 
MINP. THOUGH YOU NEEP 
TO ENTER THIS ALLEY— 
SOMEONE'S AT THE ENP 
, WHO'S WAITING TO , 
V TALK TO YOU. 





who's 

IN 

\Ame? 


f 5HEHHE... HE ARP \ 
YOU C QMS NS MILES 
AWAY, HELLS PAWN. YOU 
MAKE A LOT OP NOISE. 
SOME PROMINENT 
PEOPLE ARE very 
k ANGRY YOU CAME A 
BACK. 


COME, 
TAKE A SEAT. 
MUCH TO 
DISCUSS. 


W YOU THINK 
YOU HAVE 
CANCER, PO YOU 
SO to THE DOCTOR 
TO RNP OUT FOR 
SURE? OR DO YOU 
STAY AWAY AND LIVE 
IN FEAR OF THE 
V ANSWER? 


^ HAVE ^ 
A QUESTION 

FOR YOU. IT'S 
A QUESTION OF 
. INTENT. , 


THEN I 
HAVE BAD 
NEWS FOR 

YOU. 


/ - ■ 


t “> J 


3T2!. ivl 

IA I 


SKl'Ba 






Vl \ 


__ \ 
A 







MMH 


A LOT OF 
PEOPLE IN THE 
NAME CF YOUff 
COUNTRY. BACK 
WHEN YOU 

V UVEF. ' 


MIS0UIPEP. 
A TYPICAL 
AMERICAN 
JINGOIST. 


i pokt 

r THS LUXURY 

OF 60, IF THl£ 
16m A&OUT WAN17A, 
AHP YOU'RE MOTHERS 
TO HELP ME flNP 
l HER... YOU'RE MY J 

enemy, 


Y THEN ^ 
PO jT/ 

TERM, I NATE MY 
EXISTENCE, 

IF YOU 

V CAN, / 


' YOU'RE % 
6UIPEP BY 
YOUR FOOLISH 
, IMPULSES. , 


r €HOa&Hl^ 

Where'^ m 
WIFE AHP THE 
CHIU? f 60M£QN£ 
KNOW 6 WHERE 
W THEY'RE AV J 


YOU I7REAMT 
LAST NIGHT, 
U[DN'l YOU, 
HELLSPAWN? 


VVU.AT 



1 

11 1 

1"^ 

p 11 


f f 

V , jE 




ll 


V 












ANCIENT 

HI£>TORV... 


TUB 

pOg&NT 
*yiS4N A 
1UIN6, 







YOU MAKE 
MUCK NOISE FOR 
ONE TRYING TO 
REMAIN UNSEEN, 
MY FRIEND. 



f YOU VE AGED X 
WELL, I SEE r 
CONSIDERING THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES. 
THOUGH r CONFESS 
I COULD NEVER 
FORGET A FACE 
^ LIKE yours, y 


M 


^ th - 
QUESTION IS, 
DO YOU 

REMEMBER ME, 
"MISTER 
. SIMMONS?" v 



r HQ£>£EIN 
MQUA/mmZAttU. 
HIGH-VALUE TAR sex 
WORKED FOR Al QAEDA 
L DURING THE RLl^fAN 
V OCCUPATION 


YOU WERE ^ 
A £TONECOLD 
KILLER, TAKING 
YOU OFF THE 
STREETS' WAE A 
^ 0LE&SING, . 


SC YOU Xj 
r TOLD YOURSELF. ^ 
IT M.UST HAVE MADE 
YOUR JOB A LOT EASIER 
"MISTER SIMMONS," TO 
HAVE WORKED WITH 
. SUCH MORALITY IN 
^ YOUR CORNER, 












THROW 
HIM IN' THE 
TRUNKS 


4f NGW YOU KNOW WHY 
YOU J RE HERE. THIS IS 
ABOUT ALL THOSE PEOPLE 
YOU KiLLEp WORKtNG 
FOR THE AGENCY. 


THINK ABOUT ALL THOSE 
PEOPLE YOU THREW 
INTO A VAN IN THE 
MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT, 
HOW MANY OF THEM 
DIDN'T COME BACK? 


"MOST OF THOSE 
r HlGH-YALUE' TARGETS 
WERE ABOUT AS 
CONNECTEP TO ENEMY 
INTERESTS AS YOU WERE 
TO THE BOY SCOUTS. 


"BETTER TO TURN A 
BLINP EYE. BECAUSE 
GOOP SOLDIERS NEVER 
QUESTION ORPERS. 


THAT r S WHAT YOU TOLP 
YOURSELF EVEN AS THE 
QUESTIONS FLOODED ALL OVER 
YOUR GUILTY CONSCIENCE." 



wj 

- * 

|Y\ 



"YOU SERVED SPECIAL 


INTERESTS BEFORE 


YOU SERVED YOUR 

1 

COUNTRY. 

- 

— 














/ YOU HAP SUITE ^ 
A THING GOING FOR 
YC-lRSELf, “MISTER 
SIMMONS." "HE ONLY 
PEOPLE YOU ANP YOUR 
COHORT ANSWERED 
TO WERE BEING BEATEN 
TO A 5 LOOPY PULP 
V IN A CHAIR. 


r THE ARGUMENT > 
If N'T With ME, MV 
FRIENP. IT'S WITH YOUR 
OWN CONSCIENCE. 
VQU ANP YOUR CIA 
ASSOC .AT ES ALWAYS 
SU5RECTEP THE 
V REAL TRUTH, X 


I RAN 

A FRUIT ANP ~ 
VEGETABLE STALL 
IN THAT MARKETPLACE. 
BUT YOU NEE PEP A 
SCAPEGOAT FOR 
THE ATTACK, ANP 
L SO YOU CHOSE j 
ME. 


tQ U ¥£FF ^ 

f £LLIN4 Y&J R- 
&FI-F T U*T. SiJ|^*G... 
iHkn-i... if aren't 
T-15 FACT yOU SET 
luAXACMS &Ff ^NlJ 
KlttEP WSNTf-FTK* 


r THAT MAN ^ 
WHO SET OFF 
-,‘i A" BOMB WAS 
YQUR OWS 
INTERPRETER. 


“THE SOMALI POLICE NEEPEP A 
SCAPEGOAT FOR ONE OF THElR 
F*CK-UPS. YOU HANPEP HIM OVER AS 
A SUSPECT IN A. PRUG PEAL. EVEN 
THOUGH YOU KNEW THEV'P TAKE HIM A 
HUNPREP YARPS POWN THE ROAP 
ANP SHOOT HIM IN THE HEAP. 


“BUT EVERYONE KNEW SHE 
WAS SUCKING A SENATOR'S 
PICK ANP HE SIMPLY WANTED 
HER OUT OF THE WAY. 


CORPORAL TRAVIS JOHNSON-- ONE 
OF YOUR OWN. YOU KNEW those 
CHARGES OF SELLING DATA TO 
THE CHINESE WERE BOGUS. 


“THE BOSNIAN, BAJRAMOVIC... 
YOU PRETENDED HE WAS CON- 
NECTEP TO HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
THROUGH EASTERN EUROPE. HE 
SWALLOWED HALF AN OCEAN IN 
THAT INTERROGATION ROOM 
BEFORE Hl$ HEART GAVE OUT. 


“JUST LIKE YOU KNEW about 
YOUR OWN CIA SECRETARY 
KENPRA. SOOTHE. BRASS SAIP 
SHE WAS HAN PING SECRETS 
TO THE RUSSIANS. 


“■BUT SOMEONE NEEDED TO PILL 
THE QUOTA. EVEN SOMEONE 
WHO LATER HUNG HIMSELF IN 
HLS OWN CELL WITH A BELT THAT 
YOU “FORGOT' TO REMOVE 
FROM HIS WAISTBAND. “ 


“BUT THE WHOLE THING 
WAS JUST A WAY TO COVER 
YOUR OWN Aff BECAUSE 
PEOPLE WERE ASKING WHY 
YOU HADN'T MAPS ANY 
PROGRESS ON THE CASE. 




















^ 1 

YOU r R£ 

JU AT COLOMBIAN 
GRANP' 

^ MOTUER. 


r THOSE i 
tMMOCEMT 
PEOPLE ARE 
NOT THE 
WHOLE 
L STORY, J 


r AN? 1 WA£> ^ 
f FOLLOWING 
ORPER5. bQ f 
rf rr^SLULT 
YOU'RE LOO WttG 
FOR r YOU'RE 
, WAITING YOUR . 
V BREATH, ^ 


THERE'S 

MORE. 


VO YOU 
RE MEMBER 
ME? 


r PON'T EVEN 
RECOGNIZE 
HOW YOU CARRY 
YOUR OWN GUILT. 
BUT X CO. , 


r YOU ANP ™ 
YOUR PEOPLE 
WANTEP MY GRANP 
SON BECAUSE HE 
WAS TLEP TO THE 
CARTEL. BUT 
^ I WASN'T. » 


r BUT THAT PIPN'T ^ 
MATTER p/p ft? YOU 
TOOK ME TO THAT BARN 
ANYWAY. ANP FOR TWO 
PAYS YOU WATCH EP AS 
YOUR ASSOCIATE, CUTTER 
TORTUREP ME FOR 
INFORMATION YOU KNEW 
I NEVER HAP, 






YO\J'R£ 

NO 

1 ?£MON. 


r NOT ONE 
OF HE LOS, NO, 
I J M OME OF 
. YOURS. . 


BOUND TO 
TOU WHETHER 
VOU ACCEPT IT 
^ OR NOT. J 


r AND you ^ 
CARRY JS WITH 
YOU WHEREVER 
YOU GO. IN 
SUCH A WAV YOU 
CANNOT 

k. FATHOM. A 


I*** 

L 

j 



\ 1 

IIBb 





AU- TH E 
feofls i 
KFLt-EP, THE/., 
Ttfgy &£ MY 
£lUT, 


/ X \ 

/ A V 

^ ivwNomm N 

TO VtettVZ B&IN6 

mmmv. mv nw 

FAMILY-- YOU TOOt 
F*OM TH&M, YOU ACT 
UK£ A CH1LT7 
YOU WANT A CHAUC& 
TO && WITH YOU* 
i FAMILY A&AIN? 


r you 

BGTfcAVCT 1 
ONE OF YOU* 

v om, ^ 













r BUT ^ 

SECRETLY 
YOU RELISHEP 
EVERY SINGLE 
^ ONE. j 


FOLLOWED 

m 

ORPEl W 


W MALEBOLGIA ^ 
SENPS HIS 
REG ARPS. WONPERS 
WHY YOU NEVER PUT 
TWO ANP TW'O 
TOGETHER BEFORE 
V NOW, A 


H E 

REQUESITEONEP 
OUR SOULS WHEN WE 
PIEP. HARVEST EP THEM 
KNOWING THAT WE 
WOULP BE BOUNP TO 
YOU FOREVER, ^ 


r BUT ^ 

SECRETLY 
YOU RELISHEP 
EVERY SINGLE 
^ ONE. j 


FOLLOWED 

MY 

ORPEl W 




I2J 


r PAYS LATER ^ 

.MY GRANDSON WENT 
M.SSING. AFTER THAT ] 
HAP NOTHING LEFT TO 
LIVE FOR. SO I WENT 
BACK INTO THAT BARN 
ANP PUT HIS P3STOL 
t TO MY HEAP ^ 


Y WHEN YOU 
WENT LOOKING 
FOR MY GRANPSON 
I HEP LN MY HOUSE 
FOR A WEEK. 
FEARING YOU MEGHT 
COME BACK. ANP 
WHEN YOU DIDN'T, 
SOMEHOW 
THAT MAPE IT 
WORSE . A 


St 

rr 


■ 




> “W VjT * 






















► HERE, ^ 
I PULLED HIS 
DOSSIER. IT 
makes FOR SOME 
INTERESTING 
^ REAC71NS. A 


AL 

SIMMONS 


r IT'S NOT ^ 
THE FIRST TIME 
WE'VE HEARD 
RUMORS THIS GUY 
M.AV HAVE 
RESURFACED. 

I UNDERSTAND 
YOU AND HE HAD 
A HISTORY 
t TOGETHER. A 




r NOW 
THERE'S A 
NAME X HAVEN'T 
HEARD IN TEN 
^ YEARS. J 


"IT MAY BE NOTHING. BUT 
WE'VE CHECKED THE 
SOFTWARE AND IT'S 
FUNCTIONING NORMALLY/' 


"COULD IT BE A 
FALSE POSITIVE?" 


"IT'S POSSIBLE, BUT 
ABOUT AS LIKELY AS A 
FALSE DNA POSITIVE, 
WE'VE TESTED AND 
RETESTED/' 





agjgjiS 


mm 


cm 


image 


DIGITAL 

EDITION 
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STATEN ISLAND UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL. 



...E UNPE R5TA.S U THE 
PATIE.VT HAP A ROUS.H NI-3HT. 
LET'S INCREASE HI? DQSASE OF 
.VliPAECLAM SrY F VE NllUIGRA.WS, 
ANP WATCH HIS INTRAVENOUS 
FLU IPS. 


MONITOR 

HIS RESPIRATORY N 
SECRETIONS AND LET ME 
KNOW IF HE EXPERIENCES 
ANY ADDITIONAL 
DISCOMFORT. WHAT 
ABOUT HIS FAMILY? HAVE 
. WE HEARD ANY WORD , 
^ FROM. THEM? ^ 


LET’S SST 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
FROM THE PATIENT'S WIFE. 

I THLNK H.S CHILDREN 
DESERVE TO <NOW' THEIR 
FATHER POESK'T HAVE 
LONS.. 


"Our dead are never dead ro us 
untiJ we have forgo cren them . 1 












MARY, 
IS THAT 
YOU? 


COME INTO 
THE LIGHT... 
WHERE I CAN 
SEE YOU.,. 


■WAIT 


HELLO 

VAC. 


BftiBK 



r V 


r m 


w 

1 j 


i 

1 A 






NOT 

MARC. 

YOUR 

OTHER 

£ON. 


MARC 

IS THAT VDU, 
SON? WHAT'S 
HAP FENEp... 
AM I 

. AWAKE? > 


-^1 PONT ^ 
HAVE ANOTHER 
SON. HE PIEP 
TEARS AGO, , 


r NOT ^ 
THAT YOU 
ATTENt?et7 Hf6 
k FUN BRAU 


EOO K 
emNP 
you. 


^ X PON'T ^ 
UAV£T\M£ 
TO£XPMIN> 
XJU£TN£E1? 
you TO COMB 
t WITH MB. a 


r I CAN'T SO ^ 
ANYWHERE. I'M NOT 
EVEN SUPP0SE1? TO BE 
OUT OF BER NOT UNTIL 
THERE'S SIGNS THE 
CANCER WILL GO INTO 
V (N REMISSION. ^ 








r WHAT'S ^ •* 

HAP -E, S' iSS 7 ^ \ 

VOL 'RE v C , ■ 

CAM J T BE MY AL. 

HE PlEP YEARS **»C 

AGO. SO WHO /someone 
L ARE YOU? / WHO TRfEtf 

TO t?l£. 0UT IT 

IV t?ii?N'Tm 


r ARE 
YOU OOMIN6 
WfTH ME OR 1 70 
X HAVE TO 
. t?RA£YOU? 


r tfUTPON'T ^ 
&E LINGER AN/ 
[LHJ£>I0N& I'M 
NOT HERE TO 
MAKE 

^ AMENDS. ^ 


WHERE ^ 
ARE THE 
NURSES? THE 
t PQC TORS? J 


/X X A A YE V 
/ ENEMIES 1 
r WWOU £££ YOU 
A3 CURRENCY.. A 
BARGAINING CHIP. 

TAEY'LL TRY TO 
REPtRECT THE FATA 
1 NEE& TO 
L MAX£ 3URE TWAT 
V POE&N'T A 
lV HAPFjEJV, Sa 


I PON'T 
UNPER- 
STAMP.., 














&mtNP m. 


* r *Ut 


**fit | 










F *CK 

your 


NO, 

t?ON h T &AY A WORt?, 

jtii&r com with me 
3omeoN£ took 
you off -rwe 
Sw PATH. 


r which \a ^ 

mo R£ THAN 

you eve* vw 
. FOR/M^ , 


BUT YOU 
JUST— 


I t?lt? 

NOTHING OF 

coNseoueNce 








AL„. 

WAIT/ 


[F THIS 
REALLY IS 
YOU, THEN 
YOU NEED 
TO LISTEN 
TO ME, 




^ IWI NOT 
HERE TO RESOLVE ^ 
ANYTHING, THAT'S 
FOR YOU TO PO 
YOURSELF. YO LIVE 
SOT ETERNITY. WtAYSE 
YOU'LL MAKE SOME,, 
V HEAP WAY. V 


THERE ARE 
SOME THINGS 
1 HAVE TO 
EXPLAIN— 



r m ONLY ^ 
FUN on ON 
1$ TO (SET YOU 
WHERE YOU'RE 

suppose? to 

SO. THAT'# 

^ IT/ V 



X IF GOP 
f PiPNT ’ 
INTEND US TO 
RECONCILE, HE 
WOULDN'T HAVE 
BROUGHT 
YOU TO HELP 
ME CROSS j 
OVER — 1 A 


r OH, LORP... 1 
YOUR 

MOTHER. SHE 
WENT TO THE 
STORE TO GET 
ME SOME 
GINGER ALE, 
SHE WON'T 
< KNOW YET. A 



''^FIRST OF AtZ^SS> 
SOP HAS NOTHING \W 
TO PO WITH lH 
ANY OF THIS. ANP I H 
SOP IS AN /i^S! 
.A N PRO£YN£~ 

r SESONP 


OF ALL, PONT 
WORRY AEOUT 
, MOM. j 


A 


l v 


AW * 



















^ I WENT ^ 
TO SLEEP, SHE 
TOlP ME SHE 
WAS GOING TO 
FETCH GINGER 
^ ALE — 


TO 

MAKE 

THINGS 

RIGHT. 


IMAGINE THE 

r irony, she went i 

TOA 0ARINSTEAP, 
TRYING TO WASH AWAY 
HER FEELINGS. ANP WHEN 
SHE FIN PS OUT YOU'RE 
OSAO: SHE'LL FEEL SORRY 
FOR HERSELF ANP 
THAT'LL 0£ HER NSXT J 
rS^ EXCUSE, ,/i 






^ THE 
CONCERT OF 
LOYE IS JUST AN 
APPROXIMATION. 

PEOPLE PON'T 
WANT TO 0£ LOVEP 
THEY WANT TO 
^ 0E SAPEr, 


^ AL. YOUR >v 
MOTHER LQYEP 
US IN HER OWN WAY. 
SHE JUST... SHE WAS 
ALWAYS SCAREP TO 
SHOW IT TO ANYONE. 
ESPECIALLY YOU ANP 
MARC, IN CASE 
YOU'P HATE HER 
k. ANYWAY, ^ 




THEN 
WHY ARE 
YOU 

HERE? 








fc*. 












» STAY CLOSE 

TO ME, THIS PATH ^ 
HAS 3££ N CORRUPTS 
SOMEONE'S TRYINO TO 
PREVENT you FROM 
getting to your 

EXIT POfNT, ^ 


TWEYRE 
TRYING TO 
USE you TO 
GET TO ME^ 




a 





^ LISTEN 

to me; if you 

WANT HIM, 
THEN MAKE yoUR 
INTENTIONS 
V CLEAR! V 


WHO ARE 
YOU YELLING 
AT? ITS JUST 
SHADOWS— 


33 

SILENT, 


THEY'RE 

ALWAYS 

HERE. 


* 

i 



Wk ft 1 

® \( 
/ If |L*"1 

\\ 

V\ 

'SL jb 






^ TUE£E ^ 
£R£ATURE£ ^ 
HAVE NEVER LIVE# 
TUe/'R £A$PECT6~ 

i£&&m cop m& op 

AH ORDINAL, 6ENT 
TO 1 70 Uf£ PIRTV A 
WORK t ^ 


r HOW? \><._ 

HOW CAN I 
,SC" THINK L^25 
OF SOME- > 
.THING? TU4T^ 

rTf 0£ 

IJR/IW eaew. . 


r rue sa^e " 
WAy you never 
THOU GUT Of 
l m. . 


n \ J If _ ■» . 

r 4L L J J | 1 




\ \ M 

1l kit/ \ v^\. \ 

f / TUE/Vl t?IR£OTLy. \1 

JVJfl \ V 

t\X'sj _ 1 \ 

l\ HAa T A 

IL Ik n ■ i , k v® jr_j- ' ’ 
1 II Ml | 1 VWjr' 

A® V i 

L V|. 

V 4 ■ ' 

A 



L , l \ 

a\ W 

r f tfON'T REFER TO 1] 
,1 THEfW WfTH VOUR . 
A THOUGHTS. TUEVXL /I 
k\ flhJt? ALL THE Jm 


! 






r YO\JR ASPECTS^ 
HAVE NO POW£R 


/ YOU X 

r think 1 
I'M STILL 

connects 
to THIS ON£ 
because us 

SIREt? My 
L HUMAN j 
V FORM? V 


^ you X 

CAN'T CAR£^ 
FOR SOME- 
ONE you 
pON'TKNOtM 
you cant @e 

TfEt? JUST ^y 

L sloop, J 


r STILL, ^ 
you TRY. 
secause 
you CAN'T 

ACCEPT 
THAT ALL 1 

l peel... a 


... IS 

NOTtitN&f 


f AGAINST ME' 1 

V O -1 ^ 



1 STILL, YOU INSIST ftSirVX 




A ON TG&TMG MV 

IHj 1 1 'l J 



XV. resolve: . ra. / : 

M .'.■■hjI ti t. r --J 

[ ■O-s-iZT’^Xfe 






1 \ ft vi 






K wl 











BULLSHIT! 


IF YOU FELT 
NOTH [IMG YQLTP 
HAVE LET THEM 
TAKE ME- EVEN YOU 
APMIT THEY WANT 
ME FOR SOMETHING 
YOU'VE TONE 


SO 


TEL. 


ME 


WHAT HAPPENED 
TO YOU? YOUR MOM 
AN 17 I NEVER SAW YOU 


ONCE 


YOU 


.EFT 


TO 


WORK FOR TF 
GOVERNMENT 


THE 




f 0UT ^ 
PON'T 
FLATTER 
YOURSELF. TO 
HATE YOU, IV 
HAVE TO FEEL 
BOm Tl4JN<S- 
^ t PONT 


YOU 

TON'T MEAN 
THAT. 



r THE MOST ^ 
PAMNING 
INPICTMEMTISNT 
THAT l HATE, IT'S 
THAT 1 PON'T 
FEEL ENOUGH 
W TO CARE. A 


r IT WAS NEVER ^ 
ENOUGH FOR YOU 
TO LiV E WITH THAT 
KNOWLEDGE, NOW 
YOU'LL SPENP AN 
ETERNITY PEA# 
W WITH IT. ^ 









r NOW A 

com wjth 1 
me, unless you 

WANT TO 
THAT ETERNITY 
OF YOURS IN . 

V hell. V 


^ NOW A 

come with 1 
me, unless you 
want to spent? 
that eternity 
of yours fN . 
V hell. V 


vm the 

PRODUCT OF A 

loveless marriage 
setween a drunken ditch 

A ND A MARTYR, WHO 
LIVED FOR HIS OWN 
INTERESTS. 


SO, VM 
NOTHING OF 

consequence. cust 

THE ENt? RESULT OF A 
FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENT 
FOR A TAX DEDUCTION. 
NOTHING MORE, 
NOTHING LESS. 


WE 

COULD 
MAKE THIS 
RIGHT, 


YOU SAID IT 
YOURSELF; THERE'S 
ETERNITY--* 


THERE'S A 
LENS THROUGH 
WHICH WE ARE ALL 
VIEWER- YOURS IS 
TOO t?fSTORTEt? TO 
RESHAPE. YOU CREATED 
THIS CORRUPTION- 
OTHERS ARE SIMPLY 
SHAPING ft 
FOR THEIR OWN 
ENDS. 


r MARC STAYED ^ 
WiTH US! HE STUCK 
IT OUT,,. AS CRAPPY AS 
LIFE WAS? BUT YOU— YOU 
LEFT 7 IF YOU WON'T 
MAKE REPARATIONS FOR 
YOUR MOTHER AND I, 
l THEN DC IT FOR HIS A 
SAKE! 


WMA 


r MY BROTHER ^ 
JS A SACK OF 
BlOOP f WRAPPED 
AROUND A HEART 
HE DOESN'T 
MATTER ANY 
W MORE. > 






r TO YO UR 
JUMWNT 
i POfNT. 

\ NOTHING 
1 MORE 


V WA(T„ ^ 
IF WE'RE ' 
NOT GOING 
TO HELL, THEN 
WHAT? YOU'RE 
GOING TO 
TAKE i VIE TO 
^ HEAVEN? A 


WHERE 

f you're $ent l 

APTER THAT 
i^nt lip t om<„ 
ANt? NO LONGER 

ur to you . MOW 

AHP WHY YOU 

ARE TUtfSEC? I a 

A MATTER OP 

L RANPOWi J 

V CM A NOE. ^ 


THEN 
LET f $ 
GET THIS 
OVER.., 


~'&uter/ 

MY 

n JU^T 60T 
COU P. 


1 KNOW 
YOU'RE 
THERE. 


f/ SHOW 

9r/.v j j 

1 f YOURSELF, I" 


BELIAL. ^ 

\ Lr Sv . 1 ■ 


1 








YO U'EE 
NOT 
OETTJIHG 
t HIM. 




V’ 




/ YOU SURE 
ABOUT THAT? 

I WAS THINKING 
. QUITE THE 
V OPPOSITE, 




~ X KNOW YOU'RE 

A0OUTTO &AR&AIN X\ 

wm me, qsuai. % know \\ 

wow pe&perately you 1 1 

WANT 1\A16 ONE, BELIAL" 

60 MUOU TUAT IT MAK£6 
YOUR 0LACK£N£P £OUL JJ 
^ A CME FOR IX 

TWEN ^ 
MR6AIN WITW 
It me, /MAKE me 
\V AN OFFER.,, 


ENOUGH 


PEVIL? 


" THINK OF ME V'* 
AS THE PRESIDENT. \ 
HE'S THE CHAIRMAN, ' 
ANP TRUST ME : YOU 
PONX EVER WANT ■ 
TO MEET THE / 
CHAIRMAN. ^ 







T UNTIL I'VE 

V SOFTENER 

V YOU UR 


I k 








r PAP! ^ 
HURRY/ 
6ET 

&£N£ATU 
ME/ . 


r YOU SICK ^ 
BASTARD f 
WHAT' RE YOU 
POLNGJ? „ 


f TEACHING % 
YOUR BOY A \ 
LESSON. I P1T7NT \ 
LIKE THE LACK 
OF RESPECT HE / 
WAS SHOWING / 








yo uke 
WRONG 
mi\AU 


w you ^ 

VO N'T 
/WAKE THE 
RULE#' 


r LOOK WHAT 
1W HOLDING, 
you KNOW WHAT ft 1$. 
WHAT IT GAN t?0/ 

, NOWL£4K£T TWte A 


. ^ MAYBE THAT'S X 
' WHY YOUR SON'S \ 
INSTINCT WERE RIGHT— ' 
THAT HE SHOULDN'T 
CARE ABOUT THE FATE 
OF YOUR SOUL, MAYBE HE 
ALREADY KNEW YOU 
BE LONG EP TO ME, ANP 
NOTHING— INCLUPING 
HIM— WAS GOING TO / 
V CHANGE THAT, _Z_ 


r YOU'RE 
EXPENSIVE 
CURRENCY. 
I'LL USE YOU 
, WISELY. 






















survive? 


AL, I PON'T 
KNOW WHY YOU'VE 
PONE THIS FOR ME. 
BUT I WANT YOU TO 
UNPERSTANP., 


BECAUSE 

r IT'S WWAT 1 t?Q. ^ 
IT'S THE ONE TLUN^i 

you instilled in wis.. t 

TUATNO MATTER WHAT 
HAPPENS,.. X MEEPEt? TO 
SURVIVE. VOUR ABUSE 
AW NEGLECT TAU6UT 
W /WE THAT SKILL VERY J 
JVw QUICKLY* 


J LQVEP ^ 
YOU. I'VE 
ALWAYS LQVEP 
^ YOU. u 


r yqu-'re ^ 
r MY SON., ANP 1 
THOUSH I WAS A 
BAP FATHER, ANP 
PIPN'T KNOW' HOW 
TO ACT IT PIPN'T 
MEAN I PtPN'T 
LOVE YOU OR 
t CARE ABOUT A 
^ YOU. A 


SURVIVING 
IS WHATXVE 
BEEN flOIN£ 
SINCE I WAS 
^ FIVE, ^ 


r SO, ^ 
MAYBE IT'S 
TOO LATE FOR 
ME TO ASK, 

^ BUT— ^ 


r FORGIVE ^ 
ME, FOR 
EVERYTHING I 
PIP TO YOU, 
PLEASE, PLEASE 
FORGIVE 
ME. A 


YOU'RE 

RICHT. 


ITS 

TOO 

LATE. 






0UT IP yOU WANT 
r TO bAV£ yoUR bO LiU ^ 

you Meet? to leave uere. 

IP you AE&ITATE, TUEVU PlNf? 

you AGAIN, ANt? 1"M NOT 
> GOING TO EE AROUNP TO a 
PR EVENT THAT. 














r tuope ^ 

you f\up 

WM^TVOURe 
UOOK IN6 
^ FOR, ^ 


7 , 
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THBR.M.S. TITANIC 


i 



r TOMMY' X 
STAY 

CLOSED WE'RE 
ALMOST 
W THERE, y 


^ SIR! YOU > 
IMEEP TO BE ON 1 
THE UPPER PECK 
WITH THE REST 
OF THE THlRP 
v CLASS. < 


r ...CAPTAIN ^ 

SAIP WE'VE 
ONLY GOT TWO 
HOURS LEFT 
BEFORE THE ENTIRE 
SHIP IS LINPET? 
t WATER . A 


APRIL 15TH, 1912. 
FORTY-TWO MINUTES 
FAST MIPNJGHT 



WHAT 

ABOUT 

YOU? 


JUST 
PO WHAT 
I SAIP! 



^ BUT IT'S X 
ONLY HALF 
FULL! THERE'S 
STILL ROOM.., 
FOR MY 
V SON! J 


r stop/ "x 

WE'RE 

PUSHING BACK, 
YOU'LL HAVE TO 
FINP ANOTHER 

V BOAT. y 






rJ 





I SAIP 
HE'S NOT 
GETTING 
ON. . 


GOPAMM1T-, 
HE'S JUST A 
CHlLPf 
















THEY r RE > 
MOT GOING 
TO HELP, TOMMY. 
WE HAVE TO PO 
THIS ON OUR 
^ OWMf > 


r WHAT ^ 
ABOUT THE 
OTHER 
, BOATS; 1 ? , 



THEY'RE 
ALL GONE. T 
COUNTER 


ROES NT 
MATTER/ JUST 
PAP/ IN \ STAY WITH 
THE SKY — 2 V ME! j 
IS IT A 
FLARE? / 



r THE 1 
WATER'S 
GETTING 
CLOSER, 
WHAT PC 
WE PO? 


r LISTEN to ^ 
ME, SON — YA 
NEEP TO BE 
BRA VE. THINK OF 
MOM UR IN HEAVEN 
SHE r LL ASK GOP T J 
LOOK OVER US, 

I PROMISE, >< 


THE ONLY 
THINS LEFT. 
WE... 













^ SHE S 
UtU ITU 
MOM ... SHE 
SENT US 
. HELP! a 




IOOK AT THEM.., All OF 
TtiBM. MOVING AROUNP 
UVe NOTING MATTBRa. 
taby oNiy care about 
tubir own uvea. 


TMAva way we 

GET PRBYBP UPON. 
BBCAU3B WBRB BABY 
TARG0T3 TO IBOIATB- 
TABN CONVERT. 


UBAVBN ANP UBLl &OTU 
UNPBRaTANP THAT. 1UAT3 
way TUBY'LL NBVBR IBAVB 

ue alonb- bitubr of 
them. mey know were a 

BUNGti OF aUCKBRa. 


vaat weauMANa arb 

OULU BIB. BUT TWO 
CAN PlAY TUAT GAME. 


ANP BOON Til 

auow tubm way 

% CAMB BACK.* 


* SPAWN destruction n] -Tcdd 


X JU3T 
NBBP TO 
BE A UTTIB 
MORB 
PATfBNT. i 


1 1 sg 


| ! Sp* 

! ‘U- i '.StJi 


mM 












r ...I'VE ^ 
BEEN 
LOOKING 
FOR 
YOU. j 


emco. 


i know. 

1 WASN'T 
MJPJN£. 


r AW... ■ I 

THAT'S CUTE. WV"’^ 

SOMEONE \ 1 | 

WHO LIKES J £ IL _ 
PLAYING THE M* 
k GAME. /GAtAtP. 
rh >^r I P CAll fT 
SOMETHING 
=X „ 


YEAH? 

WHAT WOULP 
THAT SE? 


r YOU'LL ^ 
RNP OUT.. 

WHEN 
THE TlWte'f* 
t RI6HT. . 


X CONFIDENT 
ARE YOU? HE ^ 
SAIP YOU-P BE 
LIKE THAT. SO LET'S 
CUT TO THE CHASE. 

YOU KNOW WHO 
, 1 WORK FOR, y 

V RIGHT? S 


VfA 

PRETTY 

SURE. 


■1111 



r EXCELLENT. X 
ANP THOUGH YOU 
TWO HAVE NEVER 
MET, SATAN'S BEEN 
KEEPING TABS ON 
YOU FOR QUITE 
SOM.E TIME. >/ 


HE X 

f PIPN'T WANT TO X 
INTERFERE. THOUGHT 
YOU ANP MALEBGLGIA 
CQULP PO YOUR THING 
WITHOUT HUM HAVING 
TO STEP 3N. BUT YOU 
IGNOREP THE RULES, 
K. P!PN r T YOU? A 


WHEN 

YOU TALKEP 
TO GOP. „ 



* » 









THAT'S WHY X 
f HE HAP WAN PA x 
KILLER NEE PEP 
TO SENP YOU A LITTLE 
MESSAGE. YOU HANG 
WITH SOR„ PEOPLE 
v YOL! LOVE GET . 
X F*CKEP UP yt 


. % 


O- v ' v \ ' / / 



f WAHVA WA6 ^ 
PEAt? BEFORE 

<509 mm? to 

ME. NOW YOU'RE 
LAYING THE 
^ OPPOSITE/ 


r THAT'S N 
RIGHT. 
PON J T BE 
SURPRiSEP 
THOUGH,,.. 



GOP HAS 
A NASTY HABIT 
OF LYING TO PEOPLE. 

TELLING THEM SHIT 
HE'LL NEVER FOLLOW 
THROUGH ON. CONNING 
THEM AS MUCH AS 
SATAN POES, BUT STILL 
THEY FILL HIS 
CHURCHES EVERY 
SUN PAY, 


- 



YOU KNOW 
WHAT THE 
PIFFERENCE 
IS BETWEEN 
SATAN ANP 
. GOP? . 


KIDS IMG® Mim'M ATTMTJON 


rrirnk A TT / 


X SATAN IS X 
/ MORE TRUTHFUL \ 
ABOUT WHO HE IS. 

HE POESN r T MAKE ANY 
PRETENSES ABOUT WHAT 
HE IS OR WHAT HE WANTS. 
ANP WHAT HE WANTS 
IS EXACTLY THE 
\ SAME THINGS GOP / 
X POES. 


POWER. X 

/ pscpct — r \ 

HUMANOBEPiENCE. 

ANP THE TOTAL 
ANNIHILATION OF HIS 
MORTAL ENEMY. GOP 
JUST CLOAKS THOSE 
WANTS IN THE 
. GUISE OF HOPE y 
V ANP VIRTUE, / 


^ KNOWING ^ 
YOU HUMANS 
PESPERATELY 
NEEP SOMETHING 
MORE THAN 
SIMPLY BEING 

v alive, y 





vouve sot X 
ff IT $3ACKWARt?£.-, J 
// YOU'RE AVV\CT£P 
E'l TO 03, BUT YOU'RE 
l TOO 0LfNt? ANt/ 
AR ROSA NT TO 

r saply, \£ee your own A 

THAT CRAVLN6,\ WEAKNf&S. ^ 

-WILL 
ALWAYS BE 

the humans 

ACHILLES 
V HEEL/ > 


► IT ^ NOT ^ 
A THEORY. 
PROVE WE 
W'RONS. WALK 
AWAY FROM 
US, LEAVE US 
ALONE... FOR , 
W GQO$. J 


' THAT'S ^ 
A NEW ONE. 

HAVEN'T 
HE ARP THAT 
w THEORY. . 






■ 




fcl 


/ 




iSaMC 





JUST 

LIKE 

THAT? 


JUST 

LIKE 

THAT, 


■!! V JJTI.IlTHW 


HWDSl'J 


^ AN 17 x 
WHERE 
WOLI UP THE 
FUN BE IN 
v THAT? > 


/ I'M NOT 
TALKING A0OUT 
FUN. I'M TALKING 
A0OUT/OUR CRAVINO 
YOU'RE TOO bCARtV 
l TOApMITirS A 
REAL. >T 


WOW. 


r THIS IS 
GETTING PRETTY 
KEAPY. I THINK WE 
NEEP TO TALK THIS 
OUT. BUT WHERE 
C0LP WE POSSIBLY 
s. PO THAT? ^ 


y I BET \ 
YOU'VE 
NEVER BEEN 
TO THE TITANIC 
MUSEUM r 
Y HAVE YOU? , 


I KNOW.' 


y OH„ N 
C'MON. 

PON'T BE LIKE 
THAT, IT'LL BE 
EP UC ATI ON AL 
FOR BOTH 
V OF us, y 


,v, 'm*!4 
’« . , ,\*Vw 


r BESIPES, ^ 
HOW ARE YOU 
GOINS TO EVER 
GET YOUR PEAR 
WANPA BACK IF 
YOU WON'T PLAY 
ALONG? I'LL 
t EVEN PAY. A 







/ YOU'RE \ 
f WELCOME > 
TO START LF 
YOU WANT. 
ENLIGHTEN ME 
AS TO WHY 
WE SHOULD 
. LEAVE YOU j 
\ ALONE. A 


^ J hA\P ^S® 

you CAN'T, 1 
AW N£|TM£R 
GAN GOP, Ah 
LONG Ah we EXIST 
you have a 
PURPOSE WITH- 
OUT US You'Re A 
X NOTHING. 


AlSlt? THERE'S 

^ONE THING VVe LEARNEtN 
A0OUT HEAVEN AW HELL, 
YOUR £GO£ WON'T ALLOW 
YOU TO NOTHING/ AW 
THAT'S WHY, WHEN THE TTME 
. \h RIGHT, til DESTROY A 
S- goTWOpyou. 


TWO 

TICKETS 

PLEASE, 


^ YOU ^ 
THREATENING 
. US? 


YOU 

COMING? 


r IM ^ 

TELLING 

you what 

VM GOING 
. TO VO. . 


'I X OF COURSE 
ty YOU PONT BECAUSE X 
WE INVENTED IT, GOP 
LIKES TO TAKE HALF THE 
CREPT but EITHER WAY, WE 
CONTROL T HUMANS ARE 
MERELY SLAVES TO IT, TIME 
PEFlNES EVERYTHING ABOUT 
YOU. HOW OLP YOU ARE. 
WHEN TO BE AT WQRK- 
V WHEN TO SLEEP. I MEAN / 
X EVERYTHING. 


^ "WHEN THE > 
TIME IS RIGHT/ 
YOU KEEP SAYING 
THAT, SO LET'S 
TALK ABOUT TIMiE, 
PO YOU EVEN 
KNOW r HOW IT 
V WORKS? J 


X EVEN when 

r YOU THINK IT DOESN'T > 
MATTER, IT POES. YOU 
FALL IN LOVE BECAUSE 
YOU KNOW EVENTUALLY 
YOU'LL BE PEAP ANP YOU 
PON’T WANT TO WASTE 
V YOUR TIM,E ON EARTH > 
X. ALONE. 






you 

5HOULP. 


ok iT r s 

/ MAI IPE M VOYAGE 

f THE TITANIC SANK, 1 
BUT PIP LT HAVE TO? 
COULP THAT TRAGEPY BE 
UNPONE? OR AT THE VERY 
least, pip SOME OF THOSE 
WHO PERISH EP, SURVIVE? 

, ANP SHOULP SOME OF a 
VTHOSE WHO SURVIVEP..^ 
\ HAVE PLEP? / 


you'rjs 
TELLIN6 iME 
„ THAT,,, . 


^ I'M NOT ^ 
TELLING YOU 
ANYTHING. I J M 
SHOWING YOU 
. OPTIONS. . 


W SO, IF WE \ 

W CONTROL TIME... X 
r AREN'T YOU CURtQUS > 
AS TO HOW MUCH WE CAN 
MANIPULATE IT? HAVEN'T YOU 
EVER ASKEP YOURSELF W'HY 
YOU CAME BACK FIVE YEARS 
LATER AFTER YOU PIEI7— 
l WHEN IT SEEMEP UKE , 
JJV only a seconp X 
£7 iw . to you?* ^X 


X ANP MORE X 
/ IMPORTANTLY, N 
SHOULPN f T YOUR 
SRAVN BE SCREAMING 
AT YOU AS TO HOW 
ALL OF THIS 
MIGHT EFFECT 
v WAN PA'S CURRENT , 
X CONPITtON? X 


HERE, LET 
ME SHOW YOU 
AN EXAMPLE 
OF HOW THIS 
WORKS. 


"♦Way taoK irt issue 1 — Toed 


Xxx \ 





r PAP! h 
PD YOU SEE 
ALL THEM WHITE- 
CAPS? HOW BIS 
PC YOU THINK 
THEY CAN 
GET? 


^ HEY, ^ 
MISTER!-.. YOU 
EVER SEEN 
B'.GStR SWELLS 
t THAN THAT? , 


TOMMY ! 1 
MIND YOUR 
MANNERS! 


W I'M SORRY, ^ 
$LR r HE GETS 1 
EXCITED AT TIMES. 
ANP WE APOLOGIZE 
FOR BEING ON THIS 
PECK WHEN WE'RE 
NOT SUPPOSED TO. 

. WON'T HAPPEN a 
V AGAIN, ^ 


r NO, A 

ITS FINS. 
SVBRY TMINO'^ 

fine. m m%£ 

All YO[lU<5 


t? - ; * TJ 

■ w m ^ 


"ANP AN 
ALTERNATE 
POSSIBILITY," 









r you ^ 

HEARP WHAT 
THIS SHIP CAN 
PQ — CUTS 
THROUGH WLNP 
LIKE NOTHING 
^ ELSE, V 


W WELL, 1 
f TOO PARK 
TO SEE 
ANYTHING, 
ESPECIALLY 
WITHOUT 
BINOCULARS 
SEEMS 
LIKE A 
WASTE OF 
L OUR.,. A 


r ring i 

THE BELL/ 







M\ l 1 



/ 

, - fj 










X YOU HEAR X 
^ THAT, HELLSPAWN? 

DISASTER'S COWING 
TO ALL THESE PEOPLE 
THE QUESTION IS = 
FOR A FEW OF THEM., 
ARE YOU WILLING 
k TO HELP CHANGE 
X THEIR FATE? / 


r SA&RIEL/ ^ 
1 KNEW HELL 
NEEDED A 
TRAITOR FOR 
TUI£ LITTLE 
X T££T 


^ YOU'VE ^ 
ALWAYS BEEN QUICK 
TO JUDGE, SIM.MONS- 
NGW IT'S TIME TO SEE 
HOW GOOD THAT 
X SKILL IS 


YOU'RE 

r HERE BECAUSE ^ 
YOU THINK YOU CAN 1 
SAVE YOUR WIFE 
WANDA. IT J S NOT THAT 
SLM.PLE. TO UNDO THE 
PAST — - TO CHANGE 
FATE— COM, ES WITH A 
PRICE. THE QUESTION 
TONIGHT, IS WHAT 
PRICE YOU'RE , 
L WILLING TO A 
lx PAY. 


r Of ^ 

COURSE 
THEY 
PICKED 
. YOU. j 


DO WHAT 
YOU WANT, 
I7W NOT 
. PLAYING. 


TOO LATE ^ 
FOR THAT. 
YOU ALREADY 
v ARE. V 


(n\A \ 

1 -*• l jTi, jT y > 

/ aA/ML 

;x 

\ 

1 

/ 1 A i v 




^S- — — QV 

X /X.. "Vx. X jv^ 


Skxvx v \ 

gjS" — \ x 

XX V\ 1 











r YOU THINK ^ 
YOU'RE A HERO? 

THEN PROVE IT 
^ TONIGHT. ^ 


^ IT'S BEGUN, 
TIME WILL 
START TO JUMP 


/ // 


TO SKIP IN FRONT \\ 


// 

Ml 

/ 

OF YOUR EYES, > 



t A NO NOW YOU / 

r t 


M 

/ s 

L HAVE TO VO J\ 




r tommy.' >3 

STAY 

CLOSE/ WE'R E 
ALMOST 
k THERE. A 


^ SIR' YOU N 
NEED TO BE ON 
THE UPPER PECK 
WITH THE REST 
OF THE THIRD 
v CLASS. < 


r ...CAPTAIN ^ 

BAIL? WE'VE 
ONLY SOT TWO 
HOURS LEFT 
BEFORE THE ENURE 
SHIP IS UNpER 
t WATER. A 



u^V/' 







b 

TV/ / ' A 

5f / 3 ft /HSfcS 

i it km 




T 




3 



\ 

V^vl 



WHAT 

ABOUT 

YOU? 


OVER 

THERE, SON' 
GET IN THAT 
LIFEBOAT' 


JUST 
VQ WHAT 
I SAID' 



^ BUT rrs > 
ONLY HALF 
FULL' THERE'S 
STILL ROOM... 

FOR MY 
v SON.' J 


r STOP! N 

WE'RE 

PUSHING BACK. 
YOU'LL HAVE TO 
FIND ANOTHER 
V BOAT. V 



I SAID 
HE'S NOT 
SETTING 
t ON. , 


GOOAMMLT... 
HE'S JUST A 
CHfLP! 













r NO. YOU ^ 
ONLY KNOW 
WHAT 
YOU'VE 
t READ. , 


J KNOW 
HOW THIS? 
Bwa. 


r WHAT ^ 
ABOUT THE 
OTHER 
t BOATS'? , 


K THEY'RE 
NOT GOINS 
TO HELP, TOMMY. 
WE HAVE TO RO 
THIS ON OUR 
Sw OWN/ ^ 


THEY'RE 
ALL GONE. 1 
COUNTER 



W THOUSH ^ 
THEY RON'T EVEN 
KNOW YOU EXIST, 
HcLLSPAWN... some 
OF THEM WILL 
PESPERATELY NEER 
YOU TO MAKE A 
CHOICE/ ^ 



r the ^ 

WATER... 
3T J S GETTING 
CLOSER. 
WHAT RO 
l WE RO? a 


LISTEN TO >! 
ME, SON^YA 
NEER TO BE 
BRAVE , THINK OF 
MOM UP IN HEAVEN 
SHE'LL ASK OOR T J 
LOOK OVER US, 
^ I PROMISE. A 



Wf h- ** Q-_ 


T : -E \ _ : ^ 

Of 

1 7T ** LI 1 

[ >: \ 

WFf ' "S.>-£=A 

P \ 1 1 







| a 

1 


MI 









W THROUGH ^ 

YOUR GRACE, 
YOU SHALL 3E SAVtP 
FOR I AM YOUR 
V SAVIOR/ / 


SHE ' 

mu it v 

MOMf... 
SHE SENT 

HELP.? 


uap / 

LOOK! 


^ STOP 
PEEPING 

THEM /OUR LIE&/ 
YOU'RE NOT 
HERE TO HELP 
V THEM... > 


w 

M' 

*\rl 

/ v \ 





ARE YOU ^ 
INSANE!? THAT 
WATER WILL FREEZE 
THE M! THEY'LL PIE 
UNLESS WE UO 
V SOMETHING! i 


YOU'RE 
HERE TO 

TORTURE 
THEM/ , 


r YOU ' 
LEAVE THEM 
ALONE/ YOU 
t?ON'T6ETTO 
V£C\V£ THEIR 
^ FATE/ A 


THEN 
YOU PO 
IT! SAVE 
THEM! 


^ WHO > 
CARES WHO 
POES IT? 

THEY NEEP 
OUR HELP / 

NOW!! > 


LIAR/ 




„'ANV Ab 
MUM Ab 1 
W4NTTO 


Wb A 
CO N. 


.*.Ab MOCti 
Ab 1 MOUIV 
U£IP... 


L DJ 

r> 
















©ECAUSE t WON'T 
PALL FOR THIS 
PEMENTEP TRICK OF 
YOURS, ANP YOU 
WERE WRONG- 
t PO KNOW HOW 
TIME WORKS. 


I ALTER 

someones 

lift- ANY- 
ONF& UPS 
FROM THE 
PAST- THEN 
EVERYTHING/ 
FROM THAT 
PAY FORWARD 
GETS ALTEREp 
TOO, LIKE A 
GIANT RIPPLE 
EFFECT. 


THAT'S 1 EXACTLY 
WHAT SATAN WANTS,,. 
FOR M£ TO CHANGE 
THE COURSE OF 
HISTORY, BECAUSE 
IF X VOt THERE'S A 
CHANCE I WOULDN'T 
HAVE MET WAN PA. 


1 WON'T GIVE 
yOU THAT 
MTf&FACVON/ 




"YOU SURPRISE 
ME r SIMMONS, I 
THOUGHT YQU'P 
TAKE THE BAIT, 


1 


ANP IF I NEPER 
KNEW HER.., 
WHy TRYANP 
SAVE HER? 


THAT'S yOUR CRUEL 
TEST ISN'T fT 
SATAN? YOU WANT 
Aff TO SEAL 
WAN PA'S FATE, NOT 

you' WELL... 


"MY LORE 1 SAIP 
YOU WOULDN'T ( 
HE SAIL? YOU MAY 
HAVE SAlNEP MORE 
KNOWLEDGE 

dor me YOUR 
RECENT ABSENCE. 


"IF THAT'S TRUE../ 





...THINGS 

r CAN BE ALTERED ' 
IF ONE WANTS. ANP 
THOSE THAT WERE ONCE 
AUVE CAN PIE. ANP 
THOSE THAT WERE ONCE 
PEAP COUlP STILL 

^ BE ALIVE! A 


' LIKE YOUR 
BELOVEP 
WAN PA. ANP 

t now , 


^ NOW I'M 
GOING TO MAKE 
YOU AN OFFER YOU 
. CAN'T REFUSE. , 


''YOU NOW 
UNPER- 
STANP..." 







image 


DIGITAL 

EDITION 








r YOU CAN ^ 
HAVE HER 
BACK,,. JUST 
LIKE SHE 
^ WAS. - 


W IT WOULP ^ 
BE LIKE 
NOTHCNS EVER 
HAPPEN ER YOUR 
WIFE WOULP BE 
COMPLETELY 
BACK TO 

k NORMAL. A 


r SOOTHE ^ 
QUESTION IS— ' 
WHAT ARE YOU 
WILLING TO BiVE 
UP FOR HER? 
WHAT'S WANPA'S 
SOUL WORTH A 
TO YOU? Jk 


ET'S 

ALWAYS 
BEEN 
YOU, , 


WHAT 
170 YOU 
WANT? 















^ YOUR ^ 
SYMBIOTE. 
WE WANT YOUR 
. SYMBIOTE. , 


WHAT 


wwf 


SATAN 
PIPN'T 
GIVE ME 
DETAILS, 


^ BUT NOW THAT “ 
YOU J VE PAS5EP YOUR 
FIRST TEST*'" YOU'VE 
GOT A SETTER SENSE 
OF HOW TIME CAN 
^ BE UNWOUND - 


HERE'S 

V HOW IT WORKS. ^ 
HERE'S THE OFFER. 1 
YOU KANJ? OVER YOUR 
COSTUME — THE 
SYMBIOTE— THEN SENP 
A KNEE ANP VOW NEVER 
TO STEP FOOT IN HELL 
EVER AGAIN. YOU 
PO THAT ANP WE J LL 
L GIVE HER BACK A 
TO YOU. ^ 


r THAT ^ 
ANP YOUR 
OWN 
HUMANITY. 
YOU'LL BE 
HUMAN 
l AGAIN. , 


/ ms* / \ *' : ~’ zii 1 



ft 

lW 1 fi * 1 1 ll^V 

H /Xv|FI v. -- 


'V \[ ml 











i //i^ 








^ SHE PIP ^ 
MARRY ANOTHER 
MAN ANP BORE 
HIS CHILPRHM. 
SO THAT'S GOTTA 
^ SUCK, 


r [F YOU 

WERE MY 1 
MAN, I WOULDN'T 
HAVE PONE THAT TO 
YOU, I JUST THINK 
YOU PESERVE 
, BETTER THAN A 

V that, m 


r THOUGH, ’ 
TECHNICALLY, 
SHE'S NOT 
REALLY YOUR 
WIFE ANYMORE 
t IS SHE? . 


WHEN 
PC YOU 

neec m 

AN£W£Rf 


THEN YOU ^ 
ANP WANPA 
CAN LIVE 
HAPPILY EVER 
. AFTER. 


SOON, ^ 
HOPEFULLY, 
I CAN WALT 
A BIT 

LONGER, , 


r THEN 
itre <so to 

MY PLACE, 1 

vo m 

TU INKINS 
. THERE, a 


/ HOW 
PO WE 6ET 
THERE? 


► (SET IN ^ 
TISHT, TM 
SOI NS TO 
WRAP YOU IN 
. MY CAPE. 


SOUNPS 

kinky: 





THIS IS 
WHERE YOU 
LIVE? 


FOR 

NOW, 


■1 

W 1 

vl 

■V* 1 

- 

! / 


4 












r I GUESS ^ 
IT KIND OF 
MAKES SENSE. 

SINCE YOU 
NEEP TO HIDE 
FROM THE 
L HUMANS, A 


r IT'*? NOT ^ 
HUMANE TM 
TWIN KI NS A#OUT 

now. xve 6 or 

OTHER THINGS 
^ ON MY iVlJNt?. a 


OH 

YEAH?, 


LIKE 

WHAT? 


UH 0 


/ 









r YOU RS NO ^ 
WOMAH! OR 
<3fRE-/ 60 STOP 
4C1TN6 LJK£ IV 
WB 0OTU mow 
EXACTLY WUAT 
t YOU ARE! A 


TUATS MORE 
UK£ ft 

C\AAHG£UH&! 


r give me 

BVBRY ONB 
OF YOUR 
IQOY6. TRY 
AHV SCARE 
. ME! - 


r — “V XfM r 



K- fl Jiff jf | 




1 KNOW 
pREciseuy 
WHAT X"M 


you 'LL 
po 

NOTUfNiS/ 


r perfect. ^ 
TW£N LET'S 
GfVE Wlrtl 
SOMETHIN^ 
TO REALLY ®£ 

?\$etv 

. 40GUT. ^ 










r WHEN ^ 
I TELL HIM 
WHAT YOU'VE 
TONE... HE'LL 
HUNT YOU 
k. POWN! A 


I'M ^ 

praying 

YOU TELL 
HIM. 


WHEN YOU 

vo, give nrM a 

MES SAGE... 


TELL HIM HE 

r HAS IT WRON^. tv*> ME ^ 
THAT'LL £E COMING FOR HIM. 

ITS ME THAT'LL 6E 
HUNTING UtM VO WNfl ANT? 
THERE'S NOTUIN6-1 MEAN 
NOTHtNG-TUAT WILL STOP 
ME FROM GETTING j 
TO HIM/ 


r HE DOESN'T ^ 
HAVE MUCH 
TIME LEFT.. 
BECAUSE OF 
WHAT HE C?JP TO 
i. WANt?A. ^ 




far „,FOR THOSE ^sU 
f OF US THAT KNEW HER ^3 
AS A MOTHER OR WLFE--A 
PAUGHTER OR FRIENP, WE 
WILL ALL MISS HER BRIGHT 
PRESENCE IN OJJR LIVES. FOR 
SHE WAS AN INSPIRATION TO 
ALL OF US ANP WE WILL 
L FOREVER CARRY HER IN a 
OUR HEARTS. 


r LET US ^ 
BOW OUR 
HEAPS FOR A 
SILENT 

w FRAYER. A 


WE MUST ALSO 

r continue to support her x 

FAMILY TERRY ANP HIS THREE 
CHILDREN, cyan, KATE ANP 
JAKE, HAVE THE NOBLE TASK OF 
USING EXAMPLES GIVEN TO THEM 
BY WAN PA ANP USING THEM TO 
. HELP MAKE THE WORLP A 
BETTER PLACE, 


r ANP WHEN ^ 
r EACH OF OUR ^ 
TIM.ES HERE ON 
EARTH SHALL END, 
WE CAN REJOICE LM 
KNOWING THAT IN 
HEAVEN WE'LL ONCE 
AGAIN SEE THE 
t BELOVED WAN PA A 
^ BLAKE. A 


PLEASE— ^ 
JOIN ME NOW 
IN A FEW 
PRAYERS 
SELECTEP BY 
THE FAMILY. , 






w BEFORE WE ^ 
SENP HER TO 
HER FINAL RESTING 
PLACE, TERRY, YOU 
AMP YOUR FAMILY 
WAN TEP TO PRESENT 
^ SOMETHING, j 


GO 

AHEAP, 

CYAN, 


THANKS 


BYE., 

MOM 




THE SAP 
.WAN... 


He'S 
He RE. 


QOQUB YE 
WAN PA. 


y wenet 


o’ 












...FOR YOUR 
LOSS. I KNOW 
HOW MUCH YOU 
LOVEP HER. 


^ YOU ^ 
KNOW NOTHIN© 
ABOUT WHAT PM 
FEELING. 


now; 
GET our 
OF MY 
HOUSE- . 


I WILL. ^ 
BUT I NEEL? 
TO ASK YOU 
A FEW 
QUESTIONS 
FiRST. . 


SHE WAS 
MY WIFE TOO 
THAT'S WHY 
I NEEP 
ANSWERS. j 


QUESTIONS? YOU HAVE THE X 
GALL TO COME INTO 
W MY HOUSE UNiNY.TEP 
SO YOU CA\ INTERROGATE 
1 ME. 1 ? IN CASE YOU 

^ hAPN’T hearp, t JUST 
EJk EO MY WIFE. ^ 





f WE HAVEN'T \ 
SEEN you FOR 
MONTHS. WAN I? A 
SAIP YOU WERE 
GONE— THAT 
YOU VANISHED. 
Sw WHY? ^ 


WANPA 
MET HIM 
V YOU 
KNOW. 


WHERE 
HAVE YOU 
SEEN? 


WHAT? 


WHO? 


r JESUS ^ 
CHRIST / WHAT 
POES THAT 
. MATTER? > 


JIM. POWNING. 

SHE SA5P HE WAS 
LOOKING FOR SOMETHING 
TOO. BUT WHATEVER IT IS, 
I'M JUST TOO TIREP TO 
GET INVOLVEP WITH 
ANY OF IT * 


I'M NOT ASKING 
YOU TO. I'M POING 
THIS ON MY OWN. ALL I NEEP 
TO KNOW [$ WHERE WAS 
WANPA GOING THE NIGHT SHE 
P1EP? WHERE WAS SHE 
HEAPING? 


* Issue 1-90 - Todd 


YOU WANT 
TO KNOW WHERE I 
WAS? I WAS PLANNING. 
WAITING FOR THE RIGHT TIME 
TO COME BACK. BUT THEY 
WANTEP TO MAKE SURE I WAS 
SUFFICIENTLY PLSTRACTEP 
IN MV RETURN. I THINK 
THAT J S WHY THEY KILLEP 
WANPA. 




WHAT!? 


IT WASN'T AN 
ACC I PENT? IS THAT 
WHAT YOU J RE SAYING? 
SHE'S PEAP BECAUSE 
SOMEONE HATES YOU'? 

MY WIFE'S PEAP 
BECAUSE OF YOU.' YOU 
KILLEP HER' YOU 
KILLEP HER/ 


✓a 


ANP YOU'RE 
NO. T SMART ENOUGH 
TO KNOW BETTER 
THAN THAT. I JUST 
NEEP TO KNOW 
WHERE SHE WAS 
GOING. 


THE KIPS... 
ALj WHAT AM 
1 GOING TO 
PO? 





VO YOU KNOW 
r WHAT IPS GOING TO ^ 
BE LIKE FOR THEM TO 
HAVE TO GROW UP WITHOUT 
THEIR MOTHER? SHE WAS 
EVERYTHING TO THEM? OR 
PO YOU EVEN CARE? I BET 
YOU J RE GLAP WAN PA 
POESN'T GET TO SHARE A 
BEP WITH ME AGAIN, A 
THAT'S IT, ISN'T IT? 


YOU 

r COULPN'T ^ 
STANP THAT SHE 
WAS WITH ME 
INSTEAP OF YOU, 
THAT WE HAP KIPS 
ANP YOU PIPN'TJ 
WHY PONT 
L YOU JUST A 
^ APM1T IT, ^ 


APMIT 
YOU WERE 
ALWAYS 
JEALOUS. 


r I KNOW ^ 
YOU'RE HURTING, 
TERRY.,. BUT I 
PONT HAVE TIME 
FOR YOUR SELF- 
PITY. ANP NEITHER 
POES WANPA'S 
k^ SOUL, 


^ SO, I PONT 
~ GIVE A SHU WHAT YOU 
THINK OF ME, BECAUSE 
I'M ONLY AFTER ONE 
THING. TO FINP THOSE THAT 
PIP THIS TO WAN PA, NOW 
YOU CAN ETHER GIVE THAT 
INFO WILLINGLY OR I'LL 
FORCE IT OUT OF YOU. THIS 
. ISNT ABOUT YOUi IT'S A 
^ ABOUT WANPA. 


r THEY r RE ^ 
GOING TO PAY 
FOR WHAT THEY 
PIP. EVERY 
SINGLE ONE 
OF THEM / 1 
PROMISE YOU 
k. THAT. V 




ANO I 

PROMISE YOU 
SOMETHING 
ELSE.,. . 


THEY'LL ^ 
NEVER HURT 
YOUR FAMILY 
AGAIN. 


WHAT' RE 
YOU 

POL NS..,? 


SOMETHING 
I SHOULD HAVE 
PONE A LONG 
v TIME AGO. 


X THIS LIGHT... ^ 
f IT'LL PROTECT 1 
YOU FROM NOW 
ON, THEY WON J T BE 
ABLE TO TOUCH 
. YOU EVER j 
X. AGAIN. 


GRANNY. 


CYAN 


ANP THE TWINS 










TO A TV ~~ ^ 

INTERVIEW 
OF SOME m 

KINP. J wnvi 

*\mo? 


‘ PONT ^ 
REMEMBER 
HIS 

^ NAME. , 


. WHY? 

WHAT 

^ POES IT 

WRRZ ) ^OU \ MEAN? 
- L>* £UEE V. ^ 

VJ A&O UT I Mi 
THAT? /ilfC 


/ WHAT 
STATION 
t?OE£ WE 
WORK 
FOE? 


r BUT 1 ^ 

STILL KEEP 
MY ANSWER. 
WHERE WAS 
WANPA 
k GOING? a 


r XW ^ 
A0OUT 
TO FINP 
OUT 


r TAKE 
CARE OF 
yOUESELF, 
MY 

l FRIENf?. 


iki A - 


\r 

4 k 









I TOLU HIM 
EVERYTHING 
YOU WANTED 
ME TO. . 


HE 

WANTEP 

NEITHER 


W DID WE 

HURT YOU? 


I'LL 

HEAL. 


"DID HE 

HURT 

von-?/ 


F YES. ANU HE 
TOOK AWAY MY 
ABILITY TO SHIFT 
I CANT CHANGE 
OUT OF THIS 
HUMAN FORM. 








NEXT ISSUE: 


gets MORE pieces to the PUZZLE 
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"MR, DOWNING WAS ONE OF 
THEM, AS MOST OF YOU KNOW, 
HE HAP APFEAREP SEEMINGLY 
OUT OF NOWHERE, FOR A 
TIME HE GAVE GREAT HOPE TO 
THOSE AROUNP THE WORLP 
LOOKING FOR A WAY TO CURE 
THE AFFLICTIONS ME PI CAL 
SCIENCE COULP NOT, 


' HE WAS, AS SOME 
CALLEP HIM, A MOPERN 
PAY MESSIAH, 


"HIS NEWLY ANNOUNCEP 
FOUNPATION WAS TO BE 
AT THE CENTER WHERE 
POWNING WOULP USE 
THOSE HEALING POWERS 
TO HELP OTHERS.., N 


"THE UNFORTUNATE 
AFTERMATH OF NEW YORK 
CITY'S MYSTERIOUS ATTACK 
BY BILLIONS OF INSECTS 
NOT ONLY CAUSEP PAMAGE 
TO THOUSANPS OF BUILPINGS, 
BUT TOOK ITS TOLL ON 
THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY 
AS WELL,* 


Esaue 250- T&dd 







rt ...BUT AS REPORTED LAST WEEK , HIS 
BODY WAS RECOVERED, ALONG WITH 
DOZENS OF OTHERS BY THE NATIONAL 
SHARP. THOUGH HE DIDN'T APPEAR TO 
HAVE ANY LIFE THREATENING INJURIES, 

HE HAP ONCE AGAIN LAPSED INTO A 
COMA. VIEWERS WILL RECALL THAT 
IT WAS ONLY A FEW MONTHS AGO THAT 
MR. DOWNING CAME ONTO THE PUBLIC 
STAGE AFTER WAKING FROM A LONG 
STANDING COMA. AT THAT POINT HE HAP 
NO KNOWN IDENTITY AND NO IDENTIFIABLE 
PAST NO ONE FROM ANY GOVERNMENT 
OR SOCIAL AGENCY, THEN OR SINCE, 
COULD TELL US WHERE HE CAME FROM. 


WITH THIS NEW DEVELOPMENT WE MAY 
NEVER HAVE ANY ANSWERS AS TO WHO HE 
REALLY IS AND WHERE THOSE POWERS 
CAME FROM. DOCTORS CAN ONLY SAY 
THAT THERE IS NO WAY OF KNOWING WHEN 
HE WILL AWAKEN ONCE MORE . n 



THE SADDEST PART OF THIS SITUATION 
LS THE DISAPPOINTMENT FELT BY COUNT- 
LESS DESPERATE PEOPLE THE WORLD 
OVER, MR. DOWNING HAD GIVEN HOPE TO 
THOSE WHO HAD BEEN PRAYING THAT THEY, 
OR THEIR LOVED ONES, WOULD SOMEHOW 
BE 'SAVED' BY HIS HEALING ABILITIES- 
CONSTRUCTION HAS STOPPED ON THE 
FACILITY THAT WAS TO HOUSE HIS NEW 
FOUNDATION. BILLIONAIRE INDUSTRIALIST 
MATTHEW RAMUS, WHO WAS FUNDING THE 
ENDEAVOR, SAID HE WILL DO EVERYTHING 
HE CAN TO FIND HELP FOR THOSE MOST 
IN NEED. AT THE SAME TIME, HE PROMISED 
TO GET MR. DOWNING THE BEST DOCTORS 
MONEY CAN BUY. 


CRITICS ARE SUGGESTING ALL OF THIS 
MAY HAVE JUST BEEN A CLEVER PLOY BY 
MR. RAMUS TO LIFT PUBLIC OPINON TOWARD 
HLS COMPANY'S BRANDS. SOME WALL STREET 
INSIDERS ARE SUGGESTING THAT HE MAY 
HAVE BEEN USING DOWNING AS A SMOKE- 
SCREEN WHILE SEVERAL OF HIS GLOBAL 
holdings face legal battles OVER THEIR 
ENVIRONMENTAL LAPSES." 


§ *VQQK„„ 1 GET IT? HONESTLY I DO. 

YOU'RE PUPPETS. ALWAYS HAVE BEEN, 
ALWAYS WILL BE. YOU DON'T REALLY CARE 
THAT IT WAS NEVER DEFINITELY PROVED 
THAT MR. DOWNING COULD ACTUALLY DO 
HLS 'HEALING THING' WHENEVER HE WANTED. 
ALL YOU &UCKE1& JUST TOOK HIS WORD 

por m you 'tie mrHenei 

HE WAS A CON MAN. A SNAKE OIL SALES- 
MAN. AND INSTEAD OF US QUESTIONING 
THE VIABILITY OF WHAT HE COULD OR 
COULDN'T DO... WE MADE HIM A 
MEDIA DARLING. A SEX SYMBOL. HELL, 

YOU EVEN STARTED A WEBSITE CALLING HIM 
THE "SECONP COMING .* THAT'S HOW 
PESFERATE ANP BROKEN OUR COUNTRY 
HAS BECOME/ THAT WE PUT ALL OUR FAITH 
INTO A MAN WHO COULPN'T EVEN TELL 
U0 WHO HE WAS/ SO, SEND ME YOUR NASTY 
EMAILS IF YOU WANT, BUT T J M GLAD HE'S IN 
A COMA/ I GUESS YOU'RE ALL GOING TO HAVE 
TO FIND ANOTHER FRAU P JO GIVE MEANING 

to your fupicuLoue uve&r 





r GREAT ^ 
SHOW, 

SARRY. LOTS 
OF ENERGY 
TONIGHT. > 


r OKAY, 
EVERYONE 
THAT'S A 
t WRAP' 


r IT'S NOT A 
ENERGY/ IT'S 
THE TRUTH . 
THAT'S WHAT 
MAKES IT 
tv EASY. A 


WAN VA 

eiAae, 


r WHAT ^ 
PW YOU 
QtfAOm 
TO PO TO 
. lAB Rf . 


r TEELL ^ 

r THE STAFF 
TO LEAVE ME 
ALONE FOR 
A FEW HOURS. 
I NEEP TO 
MAKE SOME 
PHONE 
CALLS. A 


I NEVER 
TOUCH EO 
HER/ 


\\l / 

K- 

' t 


\=^f7n. 




JSp * 











TUSN 

WHO 

PIP? 


f WA6 ^ 
!T VZUAlf 
PIP &\Ve 

tue a&vms'? 

OR W A6 IT 
SOMEONE 
i £L££? A 


THEY'LL 
KILL ME 
5F I... 


XXL 

KILL YOU 

if you 

PONT 


v W X 

TUHHBU A 

THEY SAW THEY 
WERE GOSNG TO 
TORTURE HER IN THE 
TUNNEL.,, AFTER 
V THEY KILLEP — 
X. HER, ^ 


\ 
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.a >j- ^ j iJlfcr ■ 
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W ,,.THE X 
FASCINATION 
HUMANS HAVE 
WITH THINGS 
THEY KNOW 
NOTHING ABOUT. 
IT MUST BE THE 
VtSUALS THEY'RE 
ATTRACTED y 
V TO. X 


Jr THOUGH X 
r I DON'T UNDER- ' 
STAND WHAT'S SO 
SPECIAL ABOUT THIS 
GUY'S ART. AND THESE 
SILLY CHARACTERS, IT 
DOESN'T MAKE A 
W ANY SENSE, M 


REALLY, 

A GUY WITH 
SPIDER 
. POWERS? 





WHO'S ^ 
PUMB 
ENOUGH TO 
FALL FOR 
THAT? a 


GET UP 
ANP 

WIFE YOUR 
t ASS. 


WE 

.SI EEC? TO 
TALK. 


[T CAN'T 
WAIT A FEW 
MINUTES? 




r 'THE > 
TUNNEL . ' 

WHERE IS IT 
AND HOW 
PO I GET 
l TO IT? a 


r THE ^ 
TUNNEL?? 
YOU WANT TO 
GO TO THE 

v tunnel? . 


r po vcu > 
EVEN KNOW 
WHAT THAT IS? 
IE YOU PIP YOU 
WOULDN'T BE 
ASKING ME 
■v ABOUT IT. y 


X PON r T GIVE X 
V A SHIT WHAT \ 
SATAN OR YOUR > 
OOP HAVE CREATED 
TO PROTECT THEMSELVES. 
IF YOU HAVEN'T FIGUREP 
IT OUT— 'FEAR' 
ISN'T SOMETHING 1 
ACKNOWLEDGE ANY- 
. MORE. NOW., YOU A 
\ GOING TO HELP A 
X ME OR NOT? 


WHY? 
BECAUSE 
I'LL BE 
AFRAID? 


listen to 

V ME. YOU CAN'T GET THERE ^ 
ON YOUR OWN. IT'S IMPOSSIBLE 
FOR SOMEONE WHO WAS HUMAN 
TO GET THERE. YOU NEEP TWO KEYS 
TO UNLOCK THE ENTRANCE. ONE 
HAS TO BE AN ANGEL. THE OTHER, 
^ A DEMON. AND BOTH NEED TO a 
COME WILLINGLY. 


I CAN BE ^ 
r ONE OF YOUR 1 
KEYS, BUT EVEN IF 
WE COULD GET PAST 
THE FIRST BARRIER. .- 
IT'S A MAZE. A BLACK 
INFINITE MAZE TO 
GET TO THE TUNNEL 
ITSELF. WE COULP 
. GET LOST FOR A 
\ CENTURY IN A 
rV THERE. 


r SO YOU ^ 
KEEP SAYING. 
THEN SHOW 
ME AND STOP 
TALKING 
v ABOUT IT. a 


I DON'T 
PLAN ON 
DOING 
THAT... 


r I'M 1 
NOT THE 
BAD GUY 
HERE, AL. 

TAKE IT 
l EASY. 



^ I KNOW N 
WHAT YOU'RE 
THINKING,,- IT r S 
SUICLPE TQ TRY. 

IT POESN'T 
V MATTER.,, v 


PO YOU ^ 
REALLY 
THINK HE'LL 
COME? . 


M JUST NE5P 
SOMEONE TO POINT 
ME IN THE RIGHT 
PIRECTLON, 


"BECAUSE I'M 
GOING ANP THERE'S 
NOTHING HELL CAN 
PO TO STOP ME. 


NOTHING 








^ THEN WE'LL ^ 
PO TO HUM WHAT 
WE'VE PONE TO 
ALL THE OTHERS 
. THAT TRIER > 


YOU'VE 

NEVER FAILEP 
TO STOP ANY 
SNTRUPER, ANP OUR 
LQRP HAS NEVER 
NEEPEP TO BE 
BOTHEREP BY ANY 
V BREACH, 


PO YOU 
WANT HIM 
TAKEN 
PRISONER? 


( SORT 1 
f \ QFtJ 

y^SATAN 
f WANTS THE \ 

COSTUME, THAT'S 
ALL. CAPTURE THAT 
ANP HE POESN'T 
CARE WHAT YOU 
, PO TO THE j 

V HUMAN, 


THAT'S WHAT 
I'M COUNTING ON 
WHY YOU WERE 
PICKEP FOR THIS 
^ MISSION, . 


ANP HE 
WONT THIS 
TIME, 
EITHER, 


% 


W ANP JUST ^ 

like he pip when 

HE HEALEP ME FROM 
MY INJURIES, HE'LL 
REWARP YOU FOR 
YOUR EFFORTS, YOU 
ANP YOUR ENTIRE 
ARMY, ^ 


r YOU'LL ALL n 
BASK IN THE 
GLOW OF OUR 
MASTER'S 
SRATLTUPE, „ 


■ W&i 



fWj 






UNFORTUNATELY, OVER TIME > HELL 
HAS FORSAKEN SOME OF ITS OWN , 
ANP BECAUSE OF THAT NEGLECT 
THEIR ALLEGIANCE TO HELL HAS 
SLOWLY ERQPEP FORCING THESE 
NEW 'ROGUE AGENTS' TO SURVIVE 
ON THEIR OWN. 


BY ANY MEANS 
NECESSARY. 


SOME HA YING 
FAREP BETTER 
THAN OTHERS. ANP 
IN A FEW CASES r 
THOSE PEMONS 
PISGUISEP AS 4 
HUMAN HAVE 
BECOME THEIR 
OWN WORST 
ENEMY. 


FALLING FREY 
TO MAN'S 
TEMPTATIONS. 
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S HEY r ' 
BIS FELLA, 
lCGKIMS'5 ERE E 
SO HOW ABOUT 
YOU BUY UE A 
K. PRINK,? 


FINE... 
HAVE IT 
YOUR 
WAY, . 


I'M NOT 
THIRSTY. 


BUT IN TIME, THOSE 
FORSAKEN AGENTS WtLL 
ULTIMATELY' SHOW THE 
WORLP if THEIR pain 
WAS REAL.,. 


...OR if iT WAS JU$T 
SOME FANTA SY, AN ACT 
TO CONVINCE THE WORL Z? 
THEY APPEAREU WEAK. 


it/jt 
















r HEY, >b 
S RAMPS,,. 
YOU NEEI7 
TO STOP 
SCARING THE 
^ TALENT. > 


WKAT r $ 

THAT? 


FELLA AT 
THE ENP OF 
THE BAR 
BOUGHT YOU 
t A PRINK. , 


r TELL ^ 
HIM. I 
PON'T 
WANT TO 
TALK, , 


V 


1 




u,^ 
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1 Vi 
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THAT'S 
TOO BAP. 
I'M MOT 
GIVING 
YOU A 
CHOICE. 


r HOW r P I 
REGENERAT 
MY HEAPLES 
CORPSE? TH 
CORPSE YO 
HLP IN THE 
. ALLEYS? 


JEEZ: 1 ... 

HOW'P 

YOU—? 


MAYBE 

f I'LL TELL YOU ^ 
ANOTHER PAY " 
THAT'S NOT WHY I'M 
HERE. SEE, I NEEP TO 
EXTRACT A LITTLE INFO 
AMP YOU f RE JUST THE 
GUY I r M LOOKING 
FOR. NOW SCOOT j 
\ YOUR FAT ASS A 
OVER. 


W 1 SHOULP. ^ 
'CAUSE I'VE 
BEEN PQING MY 

homework ANP 

I HEAR YOU CAN'T 
SHAPE SHIFT ANY- 
MORE. THAT'S 
^ A SHAME, A 


DON'T 

SCARE 

ME. 


OH, YEAH? 

I BET THAT'S 
BREAKING 
YOUR HEART. 
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WHY? 

r YOU'RE NOT ' 
DUMB ENOUGH TO 
THINK YOU CAN GET 
THERE, ARE YOU? 
THOUGH, IF YOU PSP, 
YOU'P BE PC, NS ME 
A FAVOR SINCE I'P 
, NEVER SEE YOU A 
^ AGAIN. 


S' WE'RE STILL ^ 
ON IT, 'THE TUNNEL', 

I NEEP TO GET THERE 
FAST. I'M BETTING 
YOU CAN HELP M.E 
X WITH THAT, 4 


/maybe. 

W HAT'S 
1 YOUR 
V RUSH? 


" I WANT ^ 
TO KILL SATAN r 
THEN STOP 
GOP FROM, 
MESS', NS WITH 
US, j 


YOU'RE ’ 
GOINS TO 
TAKE THEM 
BOTH 

V ON? , 


W WHY ^ 
PIPN'T YOU 
SAY THAT EN THE 
FIRST PLACE? 
LET'S GET OUT 
k OF HERE. > 


WATCH 
IT, OLP 
MAN' 


I'LL 
WATCH 
MYSELF ALL 
RIGHT. 


r PIP YOU ^ 
TELL PCWNING 
HOW TO PO THAT 
TO ME, OR PIP HE 
PC THAT ALL BY 
V HLM.SELF? ^ 


r BUT LET ^ 
ME ASK 

YOU —WHAT PC 
YOU KNOW 
ABOUT THE 

w TUNNEL?' 


r POWN1NG ^ 

was h;s own 

MAN. I'M. SURE 
HE PIP WHAT HE 
V NEEPEP TO. a 


SO„. " 
WHAT'S 
OUR NEXT 
TOPIC? , 











NOW 

WHAT? 


> I NEEP ^ 
YOU TO TURN 
INTO SPAWN; 
ANP PON'T ASK 
WHV. JUST 
k. PO IT! A 


THE PROBLEM y-' 

r WITH you SPAWNS 
IS YOU r RE STUPIP! 

YOU ALWAYS HAVE s 

BEEN . EVEN WHEN THINGS ^ 

ARE RIGHT IN FRONT 
l OF YOU„, YOU CAN r T 

^ FIGURE IT OUT. ^ 

HAVE T me 

tfl FOR YOUR RANTS-, 
®'’ im VI 1 CTUM vVA NT TO 
Y iV J 111 KNOW HOW TO 

mV ££T TO TH£ 

tunnel. v 


^ YOU ^ 
ALREADY 
KNOW HOW 
TO GET THERE 
YOU ALWAYS 
k HAVE. a 


^ I W ^ 

L 06 HN 6 MY 
PATIENCE, 
CLOWN/ 


r sight ^ 

THERE : 1 THE 
WHITE .MARK- 
ON YOUR CHEST. 
WHAT PO YOU 
THINK THAT 
k^ IS? 


IT J S A MAP. ^ 
A MAP THAT LEAPS 
YOU STRAIGHT TQ 
SATAN HIMSELF. 
FOLLOW THAT ROUTE 
ANP EVENTUALLY 
YOU'LL GET WHERE 
k. YOU WANT. 


A REAR POOR GIVES 
THEM THEIR PRIVACY. 





TT Vr- 
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X I'M TALKING 
r TRUE KELL-BORN, 1 
THEN YOU'LL NEEP 
TO FLNP A KEAVEN- 
BQRN ESCORT, ANP I 
SURE AS SHIT PONT 
KNOW WHERE TO 
L FINP ONE OF A 

those, -m 


r LET flAE ^ 
WORRY AEOUT 
THAT, 0UT 
YOU 'RE GOING 
TO MY HELL 
PIECE. A 


More 

po-wer. 


WHAT? 


r ™ 1 

ASSUMING 
I PONT HAVE 
A CHOICE, SC 
TELL ME,,. 
WHAT J S IN IT 
^ FOR ME? a 


r I LL GIYE ^ 
YOU ENOUGH 
ROWER TO £HAP£ 
£LUFT AGAIN, TN 
THE MEANTI/VEE, 
I'LL @£ BACK [N 
^ AN HOUR, A 


"BUT TO GET THERE YOU HAVE 
TO GO THROUGH A 'PEAP 
ZONE*,.. ANP YOU NEEP AN 
ESCORT FROM BOTH HEAVEN 
ANP HELL. A HALF-BREEP LIKE 
YOU CAN'T PO ET ALONE/ 







,..I WAS 
HOPING 
YOU'P 


towards 

'THE 


a 1 

1 

■fA 1] 
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VOYAGE TO THE CENTER OF HELL! 
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"tNSTEAP THEY 
JUST WATCHER. 


tf ... A HP LET HER 
SCREAM A IMP BURN 









ANP 



















r AL?— ™ 
WE NEEP 
TO 60. WE 
SHOLl LPN'T 
BE HERE, 


/ THOSE X 
* SIRENS. THEY'RE' 
HEAPEP THIS 
WAY. YOU NEEP TO 
STOP TORTURING 
^ YOURSELF LIKE A 
V THIS, 


YOU J RE 1 
WRONG, 
THIS I.S 
EXACTLY 
WHERE I 
NEEP TO 
. BE, _ 


"UNTIL THE 
FLAMES TORE 
HER APART," 



PUT YOUR HAN PS 
. WHERE WE...? . 


WHERE-'P 
THEY GOi? 


X 












wow. 


IT'S 

COOLER 
THAN I 
THOUGHT. 


r NO WONPER 
HE ACTS UKE 
SUCH A BAP-ASS. 
I WOULP TOO, IF 
. THIS WAS MINE. 


YOU 

ALWAYS TALK 
TO YOURSELF 
UKE THAT? 


Hours later 


" 1, 1 frJ 

fMI 

\ | .. :■ r ', 


/: 1 Will 

\\T\ > 

•_ •' i tjr 













OR PO YOU 
PQ IT BECAUSE 
YOU PONT HAVE 
ANY FRiENPS? 


r GO OP. I'M ~ 
IN THE RIGHT PLACE. 
BUT I CAN SEE BY 
THAT PIPSHIT LOOK OF 
YOURS. AL PIP N'T TELL 
^ YOU PIP HE? 4 


I J P LEAVE 
RIGHT NOW IF 
I WERE YQU, 
CLOWN, J 


CANT. 
I'M WAITING 
FOR A 
% FRIENP. . 


TELL ME 
WHAT? 


NQT^ 
HERE YOU 
AREN'T, 


r THAT ^ 
WHATEVER 
YOU BOYS 
ARE UP TO — 
I SET TO BE 
A PART OF 
k IT TOO, a 


IS THAT 
HIS 

THRONE? 


WHAT,.,? 


J THE THINS ^ 
YOU'RE SITTING 
ON. THAT'S 
HIS THRONE, 

^ RlSHT? / 


I THINK 
SO. 


NOT 

GOINS TO 
HAPPEN, 


r YOU LIKE ^ 
THE MATRIX 
MOVIES, PONT 
k YOU? j 


LEAVE! 


I PIG THE 

^ WHOLE *NEO f > 
TOUGH-GUY VIBE. OR 
MAYBE YOU'RE TRYING TO' 
BE LIKE P0WNING? IS 
THAT IT? BECAUSE YOU r RE 


OKAY.. J 

THAT'S IT/ 


r anp ^ 

WINGS, TOO' 
DEFINITELY A 
JIM PGWN 1 NG 
RIPOFF! 
FORGET WHAT 
I SAID ABOUT 
MATRIX, A 


rvs HAP 
ENOUGH 
OF YOU I 


l|k KINP OF RIPPING OFF / $ 


- fcLj. . h 

[■^^hlS STYLE TOO. . $ 
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I HEARP 
YOU CAN'T 
MORPH 
ANYMORE, 
FAT MAN. 


I WOULDN'T 
BELIEVE 
EVERYTHING 
YOU HEAR. 
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ilv 1 1 

1 |RhHu 
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^ m'xe sojng ^ 

TO THE W4j? ZONfT' 
ANf? /OU TWO ARt 
CO\HC TO <5ET ME 
^ TLIROU&U IT. j 


THI£TTM£ 
WILL 0£ 
PiFF^R^NT 


^ WE ^ 
STEP ACROSS 
THAT LINE — 
WE ALL LOSE 
OUR 

. POWERS. > 


WHY f S 

THAT? 


BECAUSE 
AL KNOWS 
HE HAS 

the right 
COMBO ... 
THE 

THREE H f s, 















LI'S NOT 

working 


YOU'RE 1 
SUCH A 15 
TOOL, M 


r NOW THAT 
WERE IN, HOW 
1 70 m 6£T TO 'TAB 

^ immar a 


^ WE ^ 

FOLLOW 
STS SOUND 
ANP USE 
THE MAP ON 
YOUR 

L CHEST. A 


r WHAT 
BO UN(?? 











r por neep ^ 

TO SPELL IT 1 
OUT? IT MEANS 
YOU'RE NOT A 
LEADER AN 17 YOU 
;AN'T BE TRUSTS 17. 
I THOUGHT IT 
WAS PRETTY j 
L. OBVIOUS. ^ 


r ANP FROM MY ^ 
PERSPECTIVE.., I 
PONT GIVE A CRAP 
IF YOU WERE BORN 
HERE. SO LOSE 
t THE ATT.TUPE. j 


ANP I'LL ^ 
MAKE SURE 
YOUR BACK IS 
COVEREP . 


WHAT S THAT 
SUPPQSEP TC 
MEAN J? 


FOLLOW 
ME. WE NEEP 
TO HEAP THIS 
PIRECTLCN. 


tr HUMANS - 
r CAN'T HEAR IT" * 
ONLY THOSE BORN 
HERE CAN. JUST LIKE 
A PQS WHISTLE— A 
WARNING. ANP THE 
CLOSER WE GET 
THE LOUPER ITS A 
k WARNING. ^ 


WOULPN T 
TRUST HIM, 
AL. 


r I PON T, ^ 
THOUGH WE 
PONT RgALLY 
HAVE A 
^ CHOICE, 


TAKE TH£ LEAP 
NOT YOU, 

^ CLOWN. ^ 



ATTITUPE...? 


W J'-.v, NO: 

one: cell pep wt , v . 

WITH A -A USE MW 
SENSE OF SECJRITV. J, - 
YOU ACTLA^v : -|S|’< 

YOU'RE SAFE, 

► PON J T YOU? THAT ^ 

J THEY' PON'T 

KNOW YOU RE 
HERE? 


EVERY 
SINGLE ONE 
OF THEM. 


so WHAT? 

THEY'LL SCARE ME ^ 
WITH THEIR SHORT, 

FAT BQPIES ANP UGLY 
FACE MAKE-UP LIKE YOU? 
NO ONE CARES ABOUT 
YOU, CLOWN. IF THEY 
P3P f YOU'P HAVE YOUR 
L NATURAL FORM A 

back. 










ALL IN GO GD ^ 

TIME, PEAR ENEMY. ALL 
IN GOOD TIME. . 


r THOSE OF US ^ 
WHO'VE DWELLED IN 
DARKNESS OUR ENTIRE 
EXISTENCE, UNDERSTAND 
HOW TO BE PATIENT WHEN 
^ SETTING OUR TRAPS, j 


w BIDING 
TIME FOR JUST 
THE RIGHT 
. MOMENT, a 


W I CANT ^ 
WAIT! AND 1 ^ 
HOPE BEFORE 
THIS IS ALL 
OVER- -YOU TRY 
SOMETHING/ 
SOMETHING j 

^ BIG! A 


BECAUSE ^ 
YOUR SIDE ISN'T 
THE ONLY ONES WITH 
“CHANGELINGS/ AND 
NONE OF YOU HAS 
BEEN BLESSED 
WITH THE 'WRATH . 
^ OF GOD/ 1 A 


1 L '-wJU 

xmm* 

9 



SOME1 



V DAY.., j 





MOPE. 


JUST 
HAVINS A 
FRIENPLY 
CHAT. . 
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r ir& a i 

KINt? 

of wall 

50 \AOW PO 

we g£t 

AROUND 

TUf£, 

t CLOWN f j 


WE DON'T. 
WE CLIMB 
IT. 


FOR HOW 
LONS? 


^ UNTIL WE ^ 
f SET TO THE 1 
TOR I'VE NEVER 
SEEN THIS PEEP 
BEFORE, WE WERE 
ALWAYS FORBLPPEN 
TO, SO THIS IS 
ALL NEW TO ME 
TOO, I r M JUST 
L FOLLOWING A 
^ THE MAP, 






r \a " 

t ute the 

TOP? 




NOT ^ 
ACCORDING 
TO YOUR 
CHESL BUT 
WE r RE 
GETTING 
, CLOSER. < 


^ HOW# ~ 
TWAT^OUNt? 
YOU WERE 
TALWN£ 
l A0OUT? a 


IT'S GETTING 
A WHOLE LOT 
LOUPERJ 


GQOV. 

iere> 

GO. 


AL .... 

YOU MAY 
WANT TO 
LOOK 
BEHiNP 
YOU, 












v*-' A 


r we ' 

NEEP TO 

help 
. him, j 


YOU'RE 

KIPPING 

RIGHT? 


he-s 

GOTTEN US 1 
THfS MR, AW 
l GUARANTEE I 
PONT GET INTO 
'TUE TUNNEL 1 
WITHOUT HiS 
^PRESENCE. J 


r YOU PONT 
THINK THIS 
COULP BE SOME 
ELABORATE 
P^AN? 

L A TRAP? A 


t POH'f 
CAM! 


r TM£0 ING ^ 

THROUGH THE TUNNEL 
A NP t NEEP tilM TO PO 
THAT, THIS \$ ABOUT #ty 
WIF& NOT YOU/ OR m- 
OR ANYTHING ELSE/ IT'S 
A0OUTUER. ^ 


r SO GET ^ 

HfM/ rw 

PONE 

EXPLAINING 
. THINGS, a 









GOTCHA/ 


LIKE A HUMAN BULLET 
HE HUES POWN. 
PEEPER . ANP PEEPER- 
INTO THE SILENT ABYSS, 


THEN HE SEES IT- TWO REP 
SPECKS OF LIGHT TUMBLING 
IN THE PARK . THEY'RE THE 
EYES OF HIS SWORN ENEMY. 


ABOVE , SPAWN HAP 
BEGUN TO BUILP A 
8RSPGE. USING THE 
SWORP GIVEN TO HIM 
BY SOMEONE CLAIMING 
TO BE GOP. BUT THE 
POWER IT WIELPS WAS 
MEANT TO BE USEP 
IN THE PRESENCE 
OF LIGHT. 


ITS RAP! ANT GLOW, 
THOUGH POWERFUL f 
ALSO IS A BEACON 
TO THE THOUSANPS 
OF PENIZENS 
CRAWLING IN THE 
BLACK. 
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5, ^^7] 
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BUT THIS MAN, NOW 
CLOAKEP IN REP, HAS 
PROMISE? HIMSELF 
THAT NOTHING WILL 
STANP IN HIS WAY. 


WITH SAVAGERY ANP 
ANGER GREATER THAN 
THEIRS, THEY ATTACKS P 
THIS SPAWN AT THE 
WRONG TIME. 


THAT NOTHING WILL 
IMPAIR HIS QUEST OF 
FIN PING THOSE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR HIS 
WIPE'S PEATH. 




MlV 













r 0OTH OF ^ 
YOU-YOUVe 
PONE YOUR 
JOB, f\W YOUR 
W AY BACK AW 
RETURN TO 
W ZA RTM. > 


r NOT ^ 
BEFORE YOU 
DELIVER WHAT 
YOU SAIP. YOU 
PROMISED TO 
6IYE ME SOME 
OF YOUR 
i POWER. A 


r AL, > 
LET ME 
COMiE WITH 
YOU, I CAN 
, HELP. 


r TUBN ^ 

USR& TAKE IT/ 
IT'S THE LA£T 
FAVOR YOU'll 
EVER £ET 
. FROM ME/ , 


r l NEER ^ 
TO FINISH 
TAt£. ANl? I 
NEEP TO IPO 
IT ALONE. 


MmwI 








image 





mj \ 'p 




nMyi 

Lb i 1 1 1 1 






VX V?W.- ft 

Mggtf 

/ A 

K%V 
















AND THAT NOTHING 
WOULD STOP HIM. 

HOXHIHG! 


NOT NOW. NOT EVER. 
BECAUSE WHEN THEY 
KILLED HIS WIFE, WHEN 

they burned her alive 

AND STOLE HER SOUL— 
THEY SEALED THEIR FATE. 
AND THE TIME HAD COME 
FOR SPAWN TO FINALLY 
MAKE THEM PAY. 


ALL OF THEM/ 


THE ONLY 
QUESTION LEFT 
DID THEY TAKE 
THE BA ITT DID 
SATAN HEAR 
HIS THREAT? 
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ANR AS HE STARES 
LOOKING POWN AT THE 
€RtmWG, SA VASE 
HQRPE — ALL FACING 
LIKE WfLP ANIMALS 
THAT ARE STARVING — 
HE HAS HIS ANSWER, 


THEY TOOK THE EAST. 

ANR NOW HE HAS 
THEM RIGHT WHERE 
HE WANTS THEM/ 


BEFORE HE'S 
FINISHER. ONE OF 
THEM... ANR ONLY 
ONE OF THEM ... 
WILL REUVER HlS 
PttfAL MESSAGE, 


A SINGLE. 

SIMPLE 
SENTENCE 
THAT WILL 
MAKE SATAN 
SHOPPER 
UPON 

HEARING ST. 
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SURV7V 


anp now for his 

'MESSAGED 


NEXT' 
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SHE'S BEEN RUNNING 


... RUNNING FOR 
WHAT FEELS LIKE 
FOREVER . 


ANP SAPLY FOR HER , IT JUST 
MAY HAVE BEEN BECAUSE PART 
OF THE TORTURE IS MAKING YOU 
BELIEVE THERE'S NO HOPE FOR 
ESCAPE > NO MATTER HOW HARP 
OR HOW FAR YOU FLEE. 
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STAMP 

UR 


MOT IF YOU'RE 
GOING TO 
V. RESIST US. 


THSY ARE TRYING TO BREAK 
HER BECAUSE SHE HAS BEEN 
RESISTING ANP THEY NEEP 
HER TO GIVE IN WILLINGLY — 
ABSOLUTELY OF HER OWN 
FREE WILL. 
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OK SHE'S MUCH 
MORE THAN THAT. 


YOU'VE 
BECOME 
QUITE A 
PROBLEM 
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WE HAVE 
OTHER 
'LANS FO 


















t LSEWHERE 
IN THE BELLY 
OF HELL , 
THERE'S 
ANOTHER WHO 
ALSO HAS 
PLANS OF 
HIS OWN 


ACTUALLY, 
trs MORE 
THAN A 
PLAN.. IT'S 
A MISSION 
HE'S HERE 
TO FiNP THE 
WOMAN HE 
LOVES. 
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...BEFORE THEY 
DESTROY HIM FIRST , ; 


BECAUSE EACH OF THESE 
PEMONS HAS THE CENTRAL 
OBJECTIVE OF NOT ONLY 
HELPING TO &UILP HELL, 
BUT ALSO TO PROTECT IT 


BUT THE ACTIONS OF 
THIS INVAPER — THIS 
INTRUPER— ARE 
SLOWLY BEGINNING 
TO SINK IN. 
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r 1 M GO\HG ^ 
THROUGH THIS 
VALL&Y"’ TO FfNt? 
/OUR MAare Ri 

either you Let 

W. ME PASS,,. ^ 


OR 31 \C\ll 


THEN, LIKE A 
HELUSH MOSES, THE 
SEA OF DEMONS PART 
IN FRONT OF HIM , 


WHY? 

BECAUSE THEY 
KNOW THAT THOUGH 
HE'LL VENTURE 
UNH1NPEREP FOR 
A WHILE . , TWERP f S 
ALWAYS ANOTHER 
BARRIER WAITING 
FOR THOSE WHO 
AREN'T COMPLETELY 
SUBJUGATED TO 
THEIR LORD'S 
POWER . 
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THEY ALSO 
KNOW THAT 
THOSE BARRIERS 
ARE NOT ONLY 
PEAPLY, BUT 
IMPOSING IN 
THEIR SIZE ANP 
SCALE / 


HE'S 
COME 
TOO FAR, 


ANP FOR ANY 
OTHER BElNB r 
THAT WOULP BE 
ENOUGH OF A 
PETERRENCE ~ 
BUT NOT FOR THIS 
MAN. NOT THIS 
f HELLSPA WN. ' 


SUFFEREP 
TOO LONG. 



V H 

1 *.FM 

VX% Tv 
















NOW HE INTENDS TO MAKE 
ANYTHING THAT SETS IN HIS 
WAY SUFFER LIKE HE HAS. 
AND HE'S COME TO PEACE 
WITH THE KNOWLEDGE THAT 
HE MAY NOT LIVE TO SEE THE 
END OF HIS QUEST. 


AND AS THE 
GROUND BELOW 
STARTS TO 
SHUDDER, AL 
KNOWS SATAN IS 
AWARE OF THAT 
FACT TOO , 


BECAUSE THE ONE THING THEY HAVE 
UNDERESTIMATED— THE THING 
THEY'VE ALL MISUNDERSTOOD- - IS 
THAT THE SYMBIOTE HE WEARS MAY 
VERY WELL BE THE MOST POWERFUL 
THING HELL HAS EVER CREATED. 
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SO THE MOMENT-- THt$ 
FINAL CONFRONTATION- 
HAS FINALLY COME/ AND 
rr'S ALL GQiNG A$ SPAWN 
HAP HOPED. 


tve 1 

BEEN 
WAITING 
FOR 
YOU/ . 
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1 jjf 

Jr 
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r TUEN 
yoii 
KNOW 
WHY X'/VL 

. umz. . 


YOU 

TM£N 

L «f J 


WWERE 
l£ £UE? 
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1 i/ON'T X\ 

A 5^MIT 

A#OUT AHY 1*" '^< 

^>F= THAT- 0K/A/6 > 

fcrT MEMYWffeU 

sH i THEN I'LL ST OF! UNTIL 

|^S1 THEN, 0ON r T you EVEE 

SV TELL ME WHAT TO 
biV I/O AGAIN/ 


THEN 


- RI 6 UT y 
NOW! 

POtT! 

rm rbapy 
t to pm i j 


DON'T HAVE 
THE POWER TO 
GO AGAINST 


as 

UNBELIEVABLE 
AS IT MAY 
SEEM... SATAN 
HESITATES. 
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Spawn knew he 

WQULP„ BECAUSE 
HELL'S LORP COVETS 
THE COSTUME AL 
SIMMONS NOW WEARS \ 
IF SATAN POES ANY 
SERIOUS PAMAGE TO 
AL — THE SYMBIOTE 
MAY BE INJUREP TOO . . 


THAT UNKNOWN IS THE 
ONLY APVANTAGE AL 
HAS GOING FOR HIM „ 


HE MEANS TO 
EXPLOIT THAT -- 
AS FAST AS 
POSSIBLE— TO 
FINP WHERE 
THEY'VE TAKEN 
HIS WIFE. 


BECAUSE SPAWN 
ALSO UNPERSTANPS 
THAT SATAN'S LUST 
FOR HIS COSTUME , 
POESN'T MEAN THE 
GIANT LORP WILL 
JUST LET THIS SPAWN 
HAVE HIS WAY. 
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NOT WHEN THE COSTUME 
ANP THE ENORMOUS 
POWER THIS PEAP HUMAN 
WIELPS, WERE BOTH 
FORGEP IN THE BOWELS 
OF HELL ITSELF . 


SATAN CONTROLS THOSE 
FORCES ... ANP WILL 
RECLAIM THOSE WHICH 
WERE HIS CREA TIONS 
TO START WITH 


ANP WHEN 
HE GETS WHAT 
HE WANTS 
FROM THIS 
TREACHEROUS 
SPAWN,,, 



















r GO A\A£AV, > 
£ROW 0l£££E' 
l£ THAT WHAT YOU 
THfNK [TTAKE6TO 
STOP MB'? &£\H6 
ef<SHT-NUNPRet? 
W FEFTT 4 U? V 


X THR£AT£N ^ 
r YOU THAT MUCMf 

why? vip aoMBom 

tea YOU WUATX V\P 
TO MAl£&QLG\A ? * 
WHAT IW CAPABLE 
l OF t?0!N£ TO j 
YOU? .X 


^ OR ARE > 
YOU AFRAft? 
YOUR OWN 
CREATIONS AR£ 
NOW YOUR 
^ SUPERIOR? A 


'..HE'LL EXACT 
AS PAINFUL A 
PUNISHMENT UPON 
HIM AS HE CAN 





frfj 


FIT] iJl f 

Mi p ^r a 













r TE&TAl-l ^ 
YOU WANT. I 
t?ON f T UAV£ 
UNTIL. 1 G£T 
WHAT % GAME 
^ FOR. 


f MALEBOLGJA ^ 
f WAG ALWAYG 
I WEAK, GO, DON'T 
b flatter 
V YOURGELF. > 


r <SQ, IT V 

APPEARS WE BOTH 
CRAVE GOMETHING 
FROM ONE ANOTHER. 
VERY WELL, THE LEAGT 
I CAN DO IG GHOW 

you vour journey 

HAGN'T BEEN MADE 
L IN VAIN. Jk 
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P LEASE. 
IS THAT 
REALLY 
YOU? 




^ IT J S HIM. N 
THE QUESTION 
(S-POES HE 
BELIEVE YOU'RE 
THE REAL 
v THING? 


Al WANTS TO BELIEVE IT'S 
WAN PA, OR AT LEAST HER 
SOUL . BUT HE'S BEEN 
UEP TO ANP PECEtVEP 
SO MANY TIMES BEFORE 
HE NEEPS TO BE SURE if 
TRULY iS HER. 
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r &A®Y t U^TEN A 
TOM 170 NT0£ 
APRAIt?"IT r £ MB-AL 
eursgpoRg % CAH 
UgLP yOU, I N££t? 

you to mu mb 

V aQMBTvUHG... V 


y> al.., 

r MOJ PONT' 1 
WHATEVER THEY 
WANT-- PONT GIVE 
IT TO THEM, PON'T 
TRUST THEM/ 
I'M NOT J 
WORTH IT' 


I NEEP 
TO 

KNOW. 


WHERE 
PIP WE 
FIRST 
KISS? 


BEHI.NP 


r THAT'S IT, % 
SPAWN. YOU 
PONT HAVE 
ROOM FOR ANY 
t MISTAKES. > 
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rue " 
coe tu/m£ 

\b iVLTNie. . 


/; you were 

r MADE AN OFFER 1 
RECENTLY.* AN 
EXCHANGE"HER LIFE 
FOR THE VESSEL 
YOU WEAR, THEN YOU 
CAN HAVE WHAT 
l YOU'VE ALWAYS A 
V WANTED... 


TO BE 
WITH YOUR 
k WIFE. 


4f# p ALL YOU NEED TO 
A DO IS GIVE ME WHAT 1 
f WANT. THEN YOUR CURSE WILL 
[ &E LIFTED. NO MORE COSTUME 
A NO MORE POWERS. AND YOU 
AT WANDAS SIDE FOR THE 
REST OF ETERNITY. > 


HE STAN PS MOTIONLESS, 
RUNNING THROUGH EVERY 
POSSIBILITY IN HIS MINP, 
ANP HOW EACH OF THEM 
PLAYS OUT IN EVER CASE HE 
KNOWS THE MOMENT HE 
TAKES OFF HIS COSTUME— 
THE MOMENT HE BECOMES 
VULNERABLE - HE ANP WANPA 
WILL BE SLAUGHTERED 
GUTTED LIKE PIGS : 


SO, THERE'S ONLY 
ONE PECISION LEFT 
FOR HIM „. 









